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lw:% to agree by Monday loMd tether talks qq eadtog thrtr eouutry’s 
war, formerCA PrriMut Jaa; Carttr old Sa tur da y. "We 
tareain*dyt)etmto«l*t*SBC«f4:?taHy so far some rtrj ^ TfcnH Isaacs. 
I «**t ready see s major obstacle now,” Carter, who k fe®Ste the 
aaptirfloag between (he aatogocistB, told npgrtot*. "Until we 
* ^ whkhJ hope wi be tomarrow or Monday wc wi not 



. . . - J. <irt « fled , key-br^ acreemsts that hare ben reached,’ « 
““J}* Ae second Caee-to-tee meeting between 

*““* <* ™* Erilre» People’s Liberation Front 01PLF) aad Ethiopia hi a 
feade, are a And step towards haftiag a brutal war hi Etbiopltfs norther* 
prortocetf Eritrea. The conflict, Africa’s lent dvi war, has killed 
hHftedi of tfaoasaads of people— Carta- aad sene anafyria pot the ioB at 
a ma im — breed ame than tte,OM others to flee aa refugees and 
cripf^d the eeeaaiay ef hape whli e d Ethiopia. 
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Iran claims progress In talks 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Foreign Miiriffw AH Akbar Vdayati said 
S&arrioy negotiations at the «"»»»** oi the Non-Aligned Movement in 
Belgrade concerteng the staDed Gulf war peace talks went better than Iran 
bad expected. Tehran Radio quoted Velayati as s^hig “what was passed In 
relation to the Inn-Iraq peace talks to the closing draft of the mmnrit is for 
morc >»»*■ »wni flap what was first predicted.” The radio said that 
VdayatTs r— — were made on his return to Tehran from Belgrade, 
where tte non-afigoed sammtf dosed FHday. The EngttsMangnage Tehran 
Times m^ i m wiriie said in an editorial Saturday that ‘‘some progress 
appears to hare been made-. in the Iran-Iraq conflict, which has now come 
to be viewed in a more reaifatfc way,” the Iran’s official Islamic RepobSc 
News Agency repor t ed. The Agency quoted the editorial as saying, “We 
believe the Noo-Afigoed Mo ve ment has now given the U J4. chief some 
extra baflast in trying to wind op these negotiations in a manner that wfD 
give to both parties in the conflict.” The same newspaper 

carfcr this week said that “there seems to be no chance for a breakthrough 
in the stalled talks.” 
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Jordan, South Yemen share common views on pan-Arab issues 

Attas begins state visit to Jordan 


Bis Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives Sooth Ye 
arrival here on a state vUt (Petra photo) 


leader Haidar Aba BakrAl Attas upon Us 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — South Yemeni bead 
of state Haidar Abn Bakr A1 
Attas Saturday began a three-day 
state visit to the Kingdom during 
which His Majesty King Hussein 
and the South Yemeni president 
will discuss ways to improve bi- 
lateral relations, pan- Arab and 
regional issues. 

Attas was received upon arrival 
at Marka military airpon by the 
King, His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker and senior 
officials. 

In an arrival statement, the 
South Yemeni leader described 
his first state visit to Jordan as u a 
pleasant be ginning to continued 
brotherly relations between the 
two countries.” 

Attas voiced confidence that 


his talks with Hussein would be 
“successful and fruitful... in 
issues which win produce positive 
returns for the peoples of both 
countries.” 

He also voiced confidence that 
his first visit “will constitute a 
push towards strengthening bi- 
lateral relations.” 

The Arab-israeli conflict and 
the situation in Lebanon wflj also 
figure high in his talks here, he 
said. 

A topic which should figure 
high on the agenda of talt< be- 
tween the two Arab leaden is 
possible South Yemeni entry to 
the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) which now groups Jordan, 
Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen. 

South Yemeni officials have 
indicated that their country’s 
membership in the council hinges 
on reunification of the Yemens. 
These reports were later denied 


by North Yemeni Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim A1 Axyani, who 
described this suggestion as '‘un- 
reasonable, since both Yemens 
are members of the Arab League, 
the United Nations and the Non- 
Aligned Movement.” 

Reports indicate that talks be- 
tween Sanaa and Aden on the 
issue of reunification produced 
several border agreements and 
arrangements last year, but a 
final accord on reunification re- 
mains elusive. 

Attas was reported to have said 
that alb between the taro Yemens 
have readied the level of “responsi- 
bility aad reality,” but he did not give 
detuls of the talks. 

A proposal for a joint Jordanian- 
South Yemeni higher committee was 
raised during last week's talks here. 
Such a committee is seen as the 
forerunner of possible South Yemeni 
entry to the ACC. 

Jordan has joint higher committees 


with Egypt, Iraq, North Yemen as 
well as Syria. 

The King held a dinner banquet in 
honour of the South Yemeni presi- 
dent and the accompanying delega- 
tion at Basuum Palace. 

Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Qasem and South Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Abdul Aziz AJ Dab, met at 
the Foreign Ministry Saturday even- 
ing and discussed the “most impor- 
tant developments in the region ape- 
daily tire Palestinian problem, the 
situation in Lebanon as well as the 
situation between Iran and Iraq,” the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra report «L 

During the meeting, which was 
attended by senior Foreign Ministry 
officials from the two countries, 
Qasem outlined Jordan's position on 
the three issues, and explained 
“ongoing Jordanian efforts to solve 
them.” 

Qasem also expressed Jordan's 
sa tisfaction with tne rivival of the 
Arris triparti te co mmi ttee's efforts 
towards reaching a solution to 
Lebanese conflict “in a manner which 


would ensure Lebanon's unity and 
honour.” 

Qasem reiterated Jordan's support 
of Iraq’s efforts to end the state of 
no-war no-peace with Iran and reach 
a just peace which would ensure the 
rights of both waning countries. 

Dali expressed his country's 
appreciation of “Jordan's national 
positions towards the different re- 
gional problems," and said his coun- 
try agreed with the Jordanian views 
towards the three problems. 

Dali also stressed his country's in- 
terest in developing and strengthen- 
ing bilateral relations with Jordan. 
The two foreign ministers also discus- 
sed relations between the two coun- 
tries and ways to “support and de- 
velop these relations in accordance 
with the wishes of the leaders of 
Jordan and South Yemen.” 

Jordan and South Yemen have not 
exchanged resident ambassadors, but 
the interests of Jordan in South Ye- 
men are monitored by the Kingdom's 
ambassador to North Yemen. 


Peking seeks to advance 
Middle East peace efforts 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Tima Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qrieu Ori-Chen visits 
Jordan in the third week of this 
month as part of a Middle East 
tour which will also take him to 
Egypt, Syria and Tunisia. Daring 
the Visit he is expected to discuss 
developments in the international 
arena as well as in the Middle 
East aad.bibrieral ties. "• ... 

According to Huang Guo 
Qnan, charge d’affaires at the 
embassy of the People’s Republic 
of 'Grata, the minister win seek 
“ways of pushing the wheel of the 
peace process in the Middle 
East.” 

China has been actively sup- 
portive of Arab causes and a 
strong advocate of Palestinian 
rights, and, as a permanent mem- 
bo - of the U.N. Security Conndl, 
has endorsed die Arab call for an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East to settle the 
41-year-old Arab-Israeli conflict. 
Peking was among the first non- 
Arab states to recognise the State 
of Palestine declared by the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC) in November last year. 

“We want to fulfill our respon- 
sibility by aiding efforts to solve 


the Middle East problem and 
reach a just and peaceful solu- 
tion,” Huang told the Jordan 
Times Saturday. 

China, Huang said, believes 
that the Palestinian issue “has 
readied a historically crucial 
stage,” and that the only hurdle 
now to reacting a just and peaceful 
solution is 1 ‘Israel's position.” 
Ho added, that China -does not 
accept Israel's “expansionist and 
.Aggressive poticy; and- we advise 
Israel to grasp the opportunity 
extended to H by Arab countries, 
including the Palestinians, to 
solve tite problem through di- 
plomatic and peaceful means.” 

: Huang said that China feels 
that “the international situation 
has developed towards settlement 
(of regional conflicts).” 

China has not established di- 
plomatic ties with Israel, but 
maintains “public relations.” 
We exchange scientists... 
Israelis have a tt ende d internation- 
al conferences in Peking and vice- 
versa,” Hoang said. 

But, he added, China has ex- 
plained to Israel that diplomatic 
ties between the two countries 
are contingent on Israel’s position 
towards the Middle East and the 
Palestinian issue: 

The Chinese minister’s visit to 


the Middle East is seen by the 
international media as a “good- 
will” visit after Pelting faced in- 
creased diplomatic isolation fol- 
lowing its crackdown on pro- 
democracy protesters at the capit- 
al’s central central Tiananm en 
Square June 3. But, Huang said, 
the visit was scheduled as far back 
as six months. 

Trade relations 



Although the Chinese delega- 
tion, scheduled to arrive on Sept. 
16, will be predominantly di- 
plomatic, the foreign minister will 
meet with a number of Jordanian 
officials during his three-day offi- 
cial visit and will discuss with 
them ways of “balancing trade 
ties to accommodate Jordan in 
view of the current economic 
situation of the country.” 

China is die fourth largest im- 
porter of Jordanian phosphates, 
and trade between tire two sides 
readied a record $80 million in 
1989. 

According to Huang, trade be- 
tween the two countries has in- 
creased dramatically since the 
establishment of diplomatic ties 
in 1978, and China “has contri- 
buted to the economic develop- 
ment of Jordan by executing a 


Owen CM-Chen 

number of production projects in 
the Kingdom.” 

Huang said he believed the 
Chinese minister’s visit to the 
Kingdom will “boost bilateral ties 
in new fields of cooperation in- 
cluding trade and industry.” 

He said that in view of Jordan's 
“new economic situation,” China 
wifi be looking for “ways to in- 
crease the cooperation during 
these difficult times.” 

According to Huang, trade 
cooperation between Jordan and 
China “has not been stable, 
which has created a problem.” 
He said China would try to study 
tins problem and “discuss ways of 
solving It." 

The Chinese minister will meet 
with the Jordanian m in iste rs of 
trade and industry, energy and 
mineral resources, and p lannin g 
as well as the foreign minister. 


Battles in Beirut; rains hit homeless 


lEIRUT (Agencies) — Rival 
jrces skirmished in. and around 
learnt Saturday as thousands of 
sfogees displaced by the current 
lashes straggled to save their 
lakeshift homes flooded by 
eavy unseaso n al rams. 

Police said the intermittent ex- 
[ranges across Beirut's dividing 
reen line, and in the mountains 
outbeast of the city and the 
astern flank of the Christian 
odave killed three people and 
rounded 22. 

By police count, the six-month 
onnontation has killed 833 and 
rounded 2,474. It has inflicted 
;vere damage on Beirut forcing 
n estimated 90 per cent of its 
opnlation to flee to safer areas 
i South Lebanon, the eastern 
leikaa Valley and northeastern 
lountain resorts. ■ 

According to police estimates, 
D but 150,000 of Beirut's 1.5 
liBion population have fled the 
ity. A large portion of the dis- 


placed population has been living 
m tents, cars and some shacks in 
fields and on river banks awaiting 
an end to the fighting. 

About 300 fannlies. have been 
ring on the banks of the 


A wall River, at the northern en- 
trance to the southern provincial 
capital of Sidon some. 40 
kilometres from the capital. 

Unexpected heavy rains 
accompanied by hi g h wind that 
struck Lebanon Friday surprised 
the A wali * refugees, uprooting 
their tents and some of the flimsy 
shacks, leaving them without 
shelter. 

Lebanese army chief Michel 
Aoon, angered by Washington’s 
pullout from Beirut, renewed his 
charges Saturday that the United 
States was. bowing to Syrian pow- 
er in Lebanon. 

Lebanon’s rival leaders urged a 
three-member Arab League 
mediation committee to resume its 
efforts on Lebanon. 


The committee — 
leaden of Saudi Arabia, Morocco 
and Algeria — said July 28 it was 
suspending its efforts on 
Lebanon. 

Foreign ministers of Saudi Ara- 
bia, Morocco and Algeria are to 
hold a "rearing in the Saudi Red 
Sea port of Jeddah Wednesday to 
assess the Lebanon situation and 
decide whether they can continue 
their mission. 

The committee was given its 
mandate by an Arab smmzrif May 
26 to find a settlement by Novem- 
ber to the 14-year-old Lebanese 
dvil war which has claimed mote 
than 150,000 fives. 

Acting Smuri Muslim mufti (re- 
ligious leader) Sheikh Moham- 
mad Rashid Kabbam, in a state- 
ment broadcast by the Voice of 
the Nation radio, said he “wel- 
comes the revival of Arab efforts 
■to deal with the Lebanese crisis.” 

Samir Geagea, leader of the 
right-wing Lebanese Forces mili- 


tia, also said be was prepared to 
“deal positively” with the Arab 
mediation committee if it revives 
its role in Lebanon. 

Aoun’s three-man cabinet also 
welcomed the committee’s 
efforts. 

Aoun, who heads a govern- 
ment vying for power with a 
civilian administration, said in the 
television interview that the U.S. 
embassy in east Beirut was an 
espionage centre. 

“They (Americans) had here 
an intelligence cell. All the other 
activities of an embassy were 
done outside Lebanon. They 
have no consulate here and they 
were not giving visas,” he said. 

But he added that he would 
guarantee the security of the 
embassy staff if they returned. 

Meanwhile; a group of 15 fore- 
ign peace marchers attempting to 
cross to west Beirut from the east 
fled when gunners opened up. 
with mortars. 


Jordan, 

London 

Club 

open 

talks 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 


AMMAN — The go v er nm ent 
Saturday opened talks with the 
London Chib of creditor banks 
on rescheduling the Kingdom's 
repayments of debts for 1989 
and 1990. 

No details were available on 
the meeting* Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaaefc and Central 
Bank Governor Mohammad 
Saed A) Nabalsi were beading 
the Jordanian side to the talks, 
informed sources said. 

Jardaaeh said last week that 
Jordan was hoping to resche- 
dule payments totalling about 
$450 mflBon for this year and 
the next ova: a period of 10 
years with five years grace. 
The total amount that the 
Kingdom owes to the London 
Chib is $U bason, he said. 

The Amman talks are 
attended by a six-member 
steering committee set up in 
London hi July. It represents 
some 90 Arab and Western 
creditors and is co-chaired by 
the Gnlf International Bank 
and the Standard Chartered 
Bank and Manufac- 

turer's Hanover Trust Cor- 
poration, the Commercial 
Bank of Kuwait, Banqne 
Nationate de Paris and the Un- 
ion des Basques Arabes et 
Francais. Jordan's Arab Bank 
TJimtftd h acting as an advisor. 

The talks are expected to 
coaciDde Sarnlay. Jardaaeh 
said Monday that Jordan hopes 
to Sign wiiwtw of the w wti ii g 
Sunday, though a final agree- 
ment might take some time dae 
to procedures. 

The terms that Jordan is 
seeking from the London Chib 
are similar to those the King- 
dom secured with the Paris 
Chib of creditor gov e r nm ents 
on resdredxdhig govermnent- 
to-govenmtent debts in July. 


India offering earlier Sri Lanka pullout 


)LOMBO (AP) — India has, 
reed to withdraw its 
acekeeping troops, from Sri 
nka by Dec. 31, two months 
rlier than it previously 
gn»d, n senior government 
trial said Saturday. 

Tbe agreement on the new 
Ihdrawal date was reached by 
fian and Sri Lankan officials 


ions in Belgrade, Yugosla- 
, die official said on condi- ■ 
i of not being identified- 
n New Delhi, an Indian 
reign Ministry spokesman 
S he had “no -news? on the 
eemenL 

TVc wfll issue a joint com- 
sdque when they (the Sri 
ukan government) get in 
fch' with us,-* said the 


Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi announced Friday in 
New Delhi the agreement on 
the pullout of the estimated 
42,000 Indian soldiers from Sri 
Lanka’s northeast. He refused 
to give details. 

Gandhi held at least two 
meetings' In Belgrade with Sri 
lankan Foreign Minister Ran- 
jan Wijeratne, who led his 
ccmshY's delegation at the nao- 
afigaed meeting. Wijeratne had. 
also met with h» Indian coun- 
P.V. Nazasunha Rao, 


.The Sri .Tankan official said 
Wijeratne told President Rana- 
ihagfee' Premadasa of the Indian 
proposals within horns' of re- 
txtnnng to Colombo Saturday. 


India had earlier proposed a 
withdrawal by the end of 
February. Sri Lanka rejected 
the date, triggering a diploma- 
tic deadlock. 

The official said Premadasa 
would consult his key ministers 
on tire new proposal before 
communicating with New De- 
lhi. Sri Ijmkan cabinet minis- 
ters meet every/ Wednesday. 

- -• The government was “very 
hkdy” to approve the Decem- 
; ber withdrawal, the official 
saitL 

Neither government has 
made an official announce- 
ment. 

. ppperitiosi pupeak accepted 

Premadasa has agreed to ex- 


amine opposition demands, in- 
ducting wide-ranging constitu- 
tional reforms, aimed at restoring 
peace to the island-nation, a gov- 
ernment statement said Saturday. 

“AD these proposals need care- 
ful study and examination with a 
view to achieving peace, normal- 
cy and stability,” the statement 
quoted Premadasa as tefiing lead- 
ers of five opposition parties Fri- 
day fright. 

The opposition is calling for a 
provisional g overnment, the re- 
placement of the presidential sys- 
tem ofgovemment, new elections 
and efforts to bring anti-govern- 
ment mili tants to the democratic 

Tmiirmf r unm 

Opposition leaders met with 
Premadasa before an all-party con- 
ference he is scheduled to con- 


vene Wednesdav. 

As Premadasa met with opposi- 
tion leaders, security forces'kffled 
eight Sinhalese radicals in a con- 
tinuing crackdown'in central and 
southern Sri Lanka, the Sinhalese 
heartland, the government said. 

Five militants were killed in a 
police attack in Peradeniya town 
in Kandy district, 90 kilometres 
northeast of Colombo, a com- 
munique said. Three others died, 
in an ambush by soldiers in Kaln- 
tara district, 40 kilometres south 
oi Colombo - 

Elsewhere, a Sinhalese police 
constable and a woman were shot 
to death by extremists in southern 
Sri Lanka and more than 235 
suspected Sinhalese militants 
were arrested, tbe communique 
said. 


Strike, clashes herald 
22nd month of uprising 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians dosed 
their shops and transportation 
ground to a hah in tire occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip Satur- 
day as Palestinians marked the 
beginning of tbe 22nd month of ‘ 
the uprising. 

In the occupied territories, 
troops shot and wounded nine 
Palestinians, including a 32-year- 
old man, who was in critical 
condition with a gnnshotwoundto 
the chest, hospital officials said. 

Meanwhile, an army spokes- 
man said that 220 Pales tinians 
suspected of being local uprising 
leaders have been arrested in toe 
last two weeks in a series of raids 
on towns and villages in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Streets were deserted as 
Palestinians observed a total 
strike called by the underground 


leadership of tbe uprising to mark 
toe rebellion’s 22nd month, Arab 
reports and Israel radio said. 

Stone-throwing youths dashes 
with troops throughout the occu- 
pied territories and Palestinian 
sources reported soldiers shot 
and wounded at least nine protes- 
ters. 

Medical staff at a clinic in Kfan 
Youths in Gaza said troops firing 
live ammunition wounded four 
residents of nearby Rafah. One 
was critically wounded in the 
chest and spine and transferred to 
an Isaeli hospital, they said. 

“If he survives he will be para- 
lysed,” a doctor cold Reuters. 

Hospitals, and witnesses re- 
ported at least five more injuries 
m the Gaza Strip and toe West 
Bank, including two 10-year-old' 
boys shot with plastic-covered 
steel pellets in the West Bank’s 


Nur S hams refugee camp. 

In the occupied West Bank's 
Askar refugee camp, two Palesti- 
nians were wounded when a 
group of Arabs violated an army 
curfew and began stoning troops, 
reports said. The refugee camp, 
near the town of Nablus, has 
been under curfew for toe last 
week. 

In the army's Ketziot prison, a 
Palestinian prisoner was severely 
beaten by his fellow inmates on 
suspicion of cooperating with the 
Israeli occupation authorities, re- 
ports and Israel radio said. 

Reports said prisoners tried to 
kill Munir Mohammad Yaszn, 22, 
of Gaza's Shati refugee camp. 
Prison guards rescued Yasin and 
rushed him to an Israeli hospital 
where he was reported in moder- 
ate condition, Israeli radio re- 
ported. 


Mubarak: Arafat to discuss 
Egyptian initiative on poll plan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat wffl visit 
Egypt soon to discuss a response 
to Israel’s plan for elections in the 
occupied territories. President 
Hosni Mubarak said Saturday. 

“We have given Arafat a note 
on the 10 points and be is study- 
ing it. He will arrive in Cairo soon 
to discuss what we are going to do 
in the next stage,” Mubarak told 


__ trying to mediate be- 
tween the PLO and Israel, has 
submitted to the Zionist state 
what it calls a 10-point request for 
clarification of the election plan. 

Israel describes the points as 
conditions, some of them anathe- 
ma to Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's right-wing Likud bloc. 

Mubarak and Arafat met Fri- 
day in Tunis during a brief visit by 
Mubarak to the Tunisian capital. 


where the PLO has its headquar- 
ters. “Mr. Arafat currently is 
studying the (Egyptian) initia- 
tive,” Mubarak said. 

His remarks were distributed 
by the Middle East News Agency 
(MENA). 

This was toe first time Mubar- 
ak publicly referred to his propos- 
al as an initiative. Previously, be 
spoke of Egyptian “reservations 
and request for clarifications” of 
tbe Israeli plan. 

Foreign newspaper reports 
have quoted Israeli and Amer- 
ican officials as describing the 
Egyptian’s approach as an initia- 
tive, a proposal and a set of ideas. 
Officials in Washington and 
members of Israel’s Labour Party 
have praised them. 

In Cairo, Egyptian and PLO 
officials characterised Mubarak’s 
ideas as “a set of questions and 
points seeking clarifications and 


assurances or guarantees” about 
toe election plan. 

Shamir’s formula suggests 
Palestinian elections in tbe 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza for representatives to talk 
with Israel on interim autonomy. 
Later, they would discuss the 
territories' final status. 

Rejecting the plan, the PLO 
said it would accept only interna- 
tionally supervised elections cou- 
pled with an Israeli withdrawal. 
The PLO also demanded that 
elections be a first step toward an 
overall solution based on Palesti- 
nian self-determination. 

Egyptian and PLO sources said 
Mubarak sent 10 questions to 
Israel in July seeking to clarify 
the plan. Relayed by touring U.S. 
congressmen, the questions dealt 
with points that could be re- 
garded as a supplemental pack- 
age to Shamir’s plan, they said. 


Sudanese leader asks committee 
to draft peace plan to end revolt 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s 
military ruler ordered a new 
peace committee Saturday to 
draft a plan to end tbe long 
southern dvil war on the basis of 
cultural diversity and religious 
freedom among Sudanese of 
African and Arab origin. 

Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir also offered 
safe conduct to rebel leader John 
Garang if the accepts a govern- 
ment invitation to Khartoum for 
the committee meetings. 

The 77-member panel, official- 
ly named the steering committee, 
was announced last Wednesday, 
with a mandate to prepare in a 
mouth a peace fonnua to negoti- 
ate with Garang’s Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SFLA). Col- 
onel Muhammad A1 Amin A1 
Khalifa, the committee chairman, 
invited Garang to Saturday’s in- 
augural meeting. 

But a rebel broadcast set 10 
tough conditions for his participa- 
tion, including abandoning a 
nationwide state of emergency, 
suspending Islamic law, and re- 
leasing all political detainees. 


Opening the steering commit- 
tee, Bashir urged Garang to 
attend bnt ignored the demands. 

“I renew the invitation for the 
rebel leader to come to this con- 
ference with all guarantees; for 
his safety,” said El Bashir, chair- 
man of the 15-member ruling 
junta. 

He said the committee’s duties 
win be “to formulate a political 
solution fora form of government 
that takes into account the coun- 
try’s cultural diversity within a 
nnfRrvi Sudan.” 

The blueprint also should take 
into account freedom of belief “in 
its utmost degree. Bashir said 
“No cultural group should cancel 
the existence of other cultures 
and their right to bloom." 

He referred to the crux of toe 
southern problem: a traditional 
rift between the six mfltion Christ- 
ian and animkt southerners of 
African descent and the 16 mil- 
lion Arab MusKms of the north, 
who dominate tbe central govern- 
ment.. 

Garane. a turncoat army col- 


onel, started his rebellion in tbe 
spring of 1983 to press demands 
for greater southern autonomy 
and economic reforms. 

Although largely a southern 
bid for a better deal from the 
north, the rebellion was aggra- 
vated toe following September 
when tben-President Jaafar 
Numeiri decreed Sharia nation- 
wide. As interpreted by 
Ntuneiri’s courts, its penalties in- 
cluded limb amputations, flog- 
ging and stonning to death. 

Numeiri fell 18 months later, in 
1985, and Bashir seized power 
last June 30 in a bloodless coup 
that overthrew the civilian gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Sadeq 
A1 Mahdi. The military leader 
said resolving the southern prob- 
lem peacefully was his top 
priority. 

Representatives of the govern- 
ment and Garang opened talks in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, last 
month. The meeting ended in- 
conclusively, however, with tbe 
two sides agreeing in principle to 
meet again but setting no date. 











Middle East News 


Iraq calls for PoW swap 
beginning with children 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Iraq’s government has nian allegations that the c 
talkd for an immediate exchange of prisoners of war 

With Iraq, be ginning with children and the Sick, Ramadi Camp, nm by the S' 
Injured and disabled seized during the eight-year charity Terre Des Hommes. 

— TTie Iranian alienations. m 


Linder Baghdad’s proposal, the 
longest-held PoWs would be ex- 
changed next, followed by all 
remaining prisoners. About 
100,000 prisoners languish in 
camps as their governments 
wrangle over die terms of release. 

The child PoWs, said Iraq, 
were sent into battle “to detonate 
mines with their bodies'* so the 
Iranian army could invade In 
safety. 

Iraq said Iran refused Bagh- 
dad's earlier offer to return the 
children “on the pretext that they 
were not Ir anians .” 

Most of the former child PoWs 
are now over 18 and many are 
more than 20 years old, it said. 

Baghdad’s offer, contained in a 
letter from Iraq’s U.N. mission, 
proposes the PoW exchange “in 
eolation from the political nego- 


tiations” that followed the cease- 
fire, which began Aug. 20, 1988. 

Tran previously rejected such a 
step, saying the PoW issue must 
be dealt with under Security 
Council Resolution 598. which 
demanded the truce and d et a iled 
a peace plan. 

Tehran insists that the next, 
step called for by the resolution is 
the withdrawal of troops to the 
border. Iraq still occupies about 
385 square miles (1,000 square 
kilometres) of Iranian territory. 

The letter from Iraq’s U.N. 
mission also said the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red Cross 
ha<t info rmed Baghdad more than 
7,000 Iraqi PoWs have dis- 
appeared from Iranian prison 
camps, and their whereabout are 
unknown. 

The Iraqi letter rebutted Ira- 


nian allegations that die child 
PoWs hadbeen beaten by Iraqi 

guards at a special school at Iraq's 

Hamndi -Camp, run by die Swiss 
charity Terre Des Hommes. 

The Iranian allegations, made 
in a letter to U.N. Secretary 1 - 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
sent on Aug. 22, relied on an 
interview with the former head of 
the school, Ian Blown, published 
in die London Independent on 
July 22. 

Iran’s letter said Brown and his 
predecessor bad been expelled 
from Iraq for ccmiplaining about 
the mistreatment. 

Iraq’s letter replied that Brown 
left toe country volunatrfly after 
most of the children were trans- 
ferred to adult camps when they 
readied age 20, and bis predeces- 
sor had been expelled for inter- 
ferring in Iraqi affairs. It (fid not 
specify the nature of the interfer- 
ence. 

The letter said Iraq guards did 
not pressure the children to 
attend school but were “en- 
couraging” their attendance. 
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EBs Majesty King Banda meets Argentine Preskteat Curios Mona during the awn-Afigned Move- 
ment ranmrit in Belgrade (Petra photo) 

Menem to seek Bush support 
for Middle East peace effort 


Rabin warns against granting 
visa to Arafat to address U.N. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
has warned the United States 
against granting PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat a visa so he could 
address the United Nations this 


“If that happens, it would be 
very grave,” Rabin said, speaking 
to reporters after an hour-long 
meeting with U.S. Secretary of 
State lames Baker. 

Arafat has not yet sought a visa 
and U.S. officials say no decision 
has been made on how to handle 
such a request. 

Rabin said be objected in par- 


ticular to an ednrosement by Ara- 
fat’s Fateh group, the leading 
faction in the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), of in- 
creasing armed struggle by 
Palestinians against Israel. 

“Israel would see it (the grant- 
ing of a visa) very gravely espe- 
cially after the Fateh conven- 
tion,” be said. 

Rabin also held separate talks 
with Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney and with National Secur- 
ity Adviser Bren Scowaroft dur- 
ing a six-hour visit to 
Washington. 

Rabin also downplayed con- 


cerns about rocket attacks laun- 
ched from Jordan, saying he was 
certain authorities in Amman 
would put an end to them. 

Rabin theorised that the rock- 
ets may have been launched by 
“Palestinian terrorists” who felt 
they could no longer operate out 
of war-tom- Lebanon. 

“He’s- sure the Jordanians will 
take care of it and are not going 
to allow the opening of another 
front against Israel,” said a 
spokeswoman for the Israeli 
embassy in Washington who 
translated answers given by 
Rabin in Hebrew. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Argen- 
tine President Carlos Menem, the 

SOn Of Syrian immigrants, will 

meet U.S. President George 
Bush in late September seeking 
support 1 for a personal effort to 
mediate peace in the Middle 
East, a spokesman has said. 

Humberto Toledo, Menem’s 
spokesman, said the working 
meeting with Bush here on Sept. 
27 would be the third step in the 
exploratory phase of Menem’s 
effort, aimed at determining what 
role ffie new president might play 
in the Middle East. 

“He (Menem) is convinced 
that he can work for peace in the 
Middle East,” Toledo said. “It is 
a subject that has left him restless 
for a long time.” 

Toledo, who spoke in a meet- 
ing with reporters at foe Argen- 
tine embassy, said Menem’s deep 
personal interest in the Middle 


East , led him to seek a role as 
peacemaker. 

The Argentine-bom son of 
Syrian im migrants, Menem con- 
verted to Roman Catholicism 
from Sunni Islam. He was ex- 
plained his interest in the Middle 
East before by saying he could 
not forget his blood ties to the 
region. 

“Blood does not transform it- 
self to water,” Toledo said quot- 
ing Menem. 

Menem led the Peromst Party 
to a sweeping election victory in 
May 

Asked why Menem with all of 
his domestic concerns wanted to 
get involved with Middle East 
problems, which have defied 
solution for decades, Toledo 
answered,” the problems of great 
magnitude scare away common 
men.” • 

The Argentine president began 


the exploratory phase of his 
peace effort in Buenos Aires, 
meeting the U.S. and Israeli 
ambassadors as well as president 
of die World Jewish Congress. 
Toledo said Menem first sought 
out the Israelis because of his 
Syrian background. 

Menem last week discussed his 

sefiTand leaders of^eP^sstine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
Saudi Arabia, Syria and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates while attend-, 
ing the Non- Aligned Movement 
summit in Belgrade. 

In Belgrade, Palestinian 
sources said Arab countries had 
welcomed Menem’s initiative and 
FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
would visit Latin America in 
October. Toledo has said Menem 
thinks a territory should be found, 
for Palestinians. 


Shots that save lives in the making for Sudanese 


By Gbadeer Taker 

Jordan Tones Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Wheels are in mo- 
tion for a massive immunisation 
campaign for minio ns of children 
early next year in war-ravaged 
Sudan where a six-year-old dvfl 
conflict has defied continued 
efforts for peace. 

Both the military government 
of Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan Bashir and the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) have responded positive- 
ly and were very supportive of a 
proposal by the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to 
observe three months of “tran- 
quility" to allow for the im- 
munisation of children, specially 
in southern Sudan, according to 
Richard Reid, UNICEF’s region- 
al director. 

“Both the government and the 
SPLA consider themselves as 
representatives of their people 
and thus having a degree of 
accountability,'' Reid explains 
what he sees as the motivation, 
apart from “humane considera- 
tions,” behind the two sides’ posi- 
tive response. International im- 
age also played a part in their 
decision to cooperate and assist 
the campaign. “Apart from beat- 
ing each other on the battlefield, 
they feel they must do everything 
they can to avert the terrible 
disaster of Last year’s ‘death sea- 
son’ (when at least 250,000 peo- 
ple died of starvation),” he said. 
“Image had something to do with 
it.” 

The UNICEF official noted 
that there had been no serious 
civil war fighting in south Sudan 
since May and that concerted 
moves were under way for peace 
negotiations between the military 
government and the SPLA. 
There are strong indications that 


both sides wanted peace 'after 
having borne the brunt of intense 
international criticism over the 
plight of the Sudanese trapped in 
the fighting and exposed to natu- 
ral disasters without receiving 
much help, according to Reid. 

The government of Prime 
Minister Sadeq A1 Mahdi, who 
was overthrown by Bashir June 
30. in a military coup* and the 
SPLA as well as the UJN. took a 
terrible beating last year in the 
international press for failing to 
do anything to avert the tragedy. 
The deaths occured at the height 
of fighting between government 
forces and the rebels. 

Poor umnmiisaiion record 

Of all tiie 21 countries in the 
Arab World, Sudan has the 
lowest percentage of immunised 
children. The immunisation level 
in the country's north, mostly 
government-controlled territory, 
including Khartoum, the capital, 
is 40 per cent to 45 per cent — 
one of the higher percentages in 
Sudan — comp a red with Jordan's 
90 to 95 per cent and the regional 
average of 65 per cent. About 30 
per cent of under-five-year-okls 
in the northern regions, which 
account for three-fourths of the 
population, have been immu- 
nised, according to UNICEF sta- 
tistics. In the south, which 
accounts for approximately one- 
fourth of the population, the im- 
munisation level is zero. 

“Sudan is by far at the bottom 
of the table for immunisation 
against vaccine-preventable killer 
diseases,” said Reid, UNICEF 
regional director for the Middle ' 
East and North Africa. 
“Thousands of children could die 
in the absence of protection 
against measles, diphtheria, who- 
oping cough, polio, tuberculosis 
and tetanus.” 


It is estimated that 530 to 550 
Sudanese children die every day 
from preventable diseases — 20 
to 30 per cent from vaccine pre- 
ventable. The situation is further 
accentuated by the famine and 
drought that hit the country in the 
past years, ri aiming hundreds of 
thousands of lives through hun- 
ger, starvation and epidemics. 
Malnutrition is rampant among 
Sudanese children who live in 
camps in the north/soatfa “transit 
zone” and even in' Khartoum. 

No ‘death season.* 

Measles, “the monster kOler of 
children,” claims two nnOkm chil- 
dren around the world every 
year, Reid pointed out. In one 
Sudanese town of 50,000, measles 
killed 3,000 to 4,000 children in a 
sudden sweep during last year’s 
“death season,” he said. Taking 
into consideration the 
tremendous thre at posed by 
measles, UNICEF will add a spe- 
cial emphasis on the (fisease (hir- 
ing the Sudan campaign, Reid 
added. 

“There will not be any ‘death 
season’ this year,” Reid asserts. 
“We already have prepositioned 
over 100,000 tonnes of food and 
supplies in key place to avoid it.” 
Another 20,000 tonnes are 
needed to fully address the prob- 
lem as assessed by UNICEF, 
which is now seeking between 
$20 million -and $25 million to 
finance to complete the project, 
aptly named “Operation life- 
line.” The relatively high cost of 
relief in Sudan is mainly attri- 
buted to the war which warranted 
airlifts rather than overland trans- 
port of supplies. In some cases, a 
tonne cost as much as $900 in 
transport expenses. 

The l ogistic al problems that 
face UNICEF in Sudan are stag- 
gering, not to mention the hur- 


dles posed by the civil war, but 
Reid is confident that the im- 
munisation campaign will suc- 
ceed. - 

“On the U.N. side, we never 
worried about ceasefires because 
for functional purposes we have 
had all tbe support and protection 
we needed,” he said. 

It is obvious that UNICEF was 
further encouraged to chart its 
i mmuni sation campaign by the 
success of its “Operation Life- 
line,” under which the preposi- 
tioning of supplies was carried 
out with the assistance of both 
parties involved in the civil war. 
The Mahdi government and 
SPLA also protected the convoys 
while passing through their terri- 
tories. 

Afloat involvement 

UNICEF is targeting about two 
and a half million Sudanese chil- 
dren in its immunisation drive, 
winch will involve every sector of 
the population, including the 
miKtaxy, government organisa- 
tions, non-governmental local 
and foreign agencies, religious 
and tribal leaders and even foot- 
ball stars. 

The teams will probably have 
one week each in January, Febru- 
ary and March where total free- 
dom of movement will be given to 
administer' tbe vaccination. The 
three months are necessary be- 
cause the vaccine is given over a 
three-month period. 

In all countries, there has been' 
a fairly high dropout rate in the' 
second and third rounds of im- 
munisation. “In Sudan we will try 
to pull off a irnradc and have 
everyone come bade for the 
second and third rounds, 1 "'Reid 
said. “We want to make it a civic, 
moral and ethical duty”. 

Reid also said that there was a 
respons&flity cntiie organisers to 


ensure the efficiency of the cam- 
paign. “We can’t lift these people 
up and then have their hopes 
dashed through delays and ineffi- 
ciency. Then they won’t come 
tack.” 

For instance, “we cannot 
afford to keep mothers and chil- 
dren waiting m the sun for hours 
for their turn,” he explained. 

If property organised, Read 
Stressed, “immunisati on has an 
instant effect Eke cutting' grass. It 
can cut 10-12 points of your IMR 
(infant mortality rate) like an 
elevator that is out of controL 
Turkey did that.” 

Radio and television are two 
main dements of UNICEF cam- 
paigns elsewhere in tbe wo rid. In 
Lebanon, they served as the ma- 
jor channel to inform people of 
the need for innoculation and 
details of where it was available 
daring the country’s national 
campaign in 1987 when the war- 
ring parties there agreed to cer- 
tain “days of tranquili ty” to facili- 
tate tbe process. UNICEF doubts 
whether its Lebanon project 
would have been successful had it 
not been for the effective mes- 
sages the countless Lebanese 
television and radio stations repe- 
atedly carried, exhorting every- 
one to take their children “for a 
different kind of shot — this time 
from syringes, not from 
machineguns. ” 

Added ‘incentive’ 

But in Sudan, the usefulness of 
radio and television is very li- 
mited; a major part of sou thern 
Sudan, the main UNICEF target 
area, does not have power supp- 
ly, not to mention “luxuries” Eke 
radio or television. The sheer 
geographic nature of Sudan, tbe 
biggest country in Africa, and its 
remotely scattered population 
centres preempt hopes for any 


justifiable response to any call 
through the media. So, word has 
to be carried in person to many 
remote parts of the country. 
That’s where UNICEF is playing 
its masterstroke. 

“We have coupled the child 
immunisation campaign with a 
programme to vaccinate cattle,” 
a beaming Reid said. “For many 
Sudanese cattle means everything 
— their way of life, income and 
economy — and they are too well 
aware of tbe threats of cattle 
diseases like rinderpest. All we 
have to do is to spread word that 
we axe administering cattle vac- 
cination as well as child im- 
munisation and most cattle-own- 
ers win come flying;” with their 
children included in the bargain 
of course. 

The estimated cost of the 
Sudan campaign is about $22 
nriDion; almost $10 per child. In 
most other countries, the per 
capita cost for protection against 
the six major diseases is about $5 
but the poor infrastructure and 
transport system and difficult ac- 
cess to remote areas double the 
cost in Sudan, according to Reid. 
The cost of the project — a good 
part of it invisible because of 
voluntary services and usage of 
contribution in kind (planes, 
vehi cles e tc) — will be covered by 
UNICEF, supported by donors 
such as Italy, tbe United States 
and Canada. 

One of the main components of 
UNICEF confidence of success in 
Sudan is the almost self-less ser- 
vices offered by the country’s 
health workers. “What we have 
in Sudan is a lot of people of 
almost angelic moral stature,” 
commented Reid. “Health work- 
ers go on working for months 
without pay, cariying on heroical- 
ly, solitarily to help tbe people. 
With such people around, we are 
confident that we will succeed.” 


middle east 


Baker meets envoy to Beirut 

^WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Secretary of State James Baker fas 
met with the U.S. ambassador to Utanj 

Lebanon, bat a department statement did not daborato on tter 
conversation. McCarthy presented Baker vith the Affiomn flag 
that flew over the embassy in Beirut until Tuesday and asked 
Baker to hold the flag “until it was time to return * to the 
embassy”, the statement said. McCarthy and 29 other embassy 
staff were airlifted out of Beirut Wednesday morning after 
Falangist leader Michel Aoun made threats againsrAmencans 
and orchestrated anti-American protests. The State Department 
insists tbe dosing of the embassy is temporary ^wasmotwated 
by security concerns for the staff. It stressed that, the United 
S tat e s is not abandoning Lebanon. 

Sidon shuts down to protest killings 

SIDON (R) — Two Sunni Muslim militiamen w ere shat dead in 
the southern Lebanon port of Sidon overnight, security -sources 
said Saturday. They said unidentified attackers opened fire from a 
speeding car around midnight Friday at members of the Popular 
Liberation Army who control the city. The men* who died 
instantly, were identified as Hishaxn Baalbadd mid his bodyguard 
Hassan Dimlawi. Shops, banks and other institut ions in Sid on 
were cl osed Saturday the militia called a strikeita protest at 
the IdHings. 

Egypt, Tunisia abolish visa requirements 

TUNIS (R) — Egypt and Tunisia , abolished visa requirements for 
Egyptian and Tunisian citizens with effect from Saturday, a print 
commun ique said. The communique, released Friday night after 
short visit to Tunis by Egyptian President Hosm Mutaisik, said 
the prime ministers of the two countries would chair a meeting of 
a joint cooperation commission in the next few weeks. Mubarak 
and Tunisian President Zzne A1 Abitfine Ibn Ah said- they 
supported the Palestinian uprising in the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies and the Arab League c ommi ttee set up to mediat e in the 
Ti»hiini»g» conflict, it added. Mubarak invited Ibn Ab to Egypt but 
no date has been set. 

Two bombs explode In north Nicosia 

NICOSIA (R)— Two bombs exploded on the breakaway Turkish 
side of the divided Cypriot capital early Saturday, Turiosh- 
Cypriot sources said. The sources said the bombs went off within 
minutes of each other near a lorry and at a car showroom causing 
extensive damage but no casualties. No one has so far claimed 
responsibility Police are investigating but a political motive 
appears unlikely, the sources added. 

Castro greets Cuban troops from Ethiopia 

HAVANA (R) — President Fidel Castro Saturday greeted the 
first Cuban troops returning from Ethiopia since his government’s 
announcement two days ago that it would remove all its forces 
from the East African country. A plane carrying 100 militaxy 
personnel, indnding about a dozen nurses, touched down at a 
rmhtaiy airport on the outskirts of Havana. Cuba’s ambassador to 
Addis Ababa, Antonio Perez, said Friday there were fewer than 
3,000 Cuban troops in Ethiopia. In 1984 the Cuban gov ernm ent 
said it was reducing its forces in Ethiopia from 10,500 to 3,000 
men. 

S. Yemen, U.S. may have diplomatic ties 

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — President HeiderAl Attas of 
South Yemen says his country might exchange diplomatic 
relations with the United States by the end of the month, the 
Asharq AI Awsat daily has reported. Attas was quoted as saying 
in an interview that the move was expected to follow mediation by 
a third -party, which be did not name. The interview was 
conducted in Belgrade where the Yemeni leader was attending a 
Non-Aligned Movement summit that ended Thursday. “Contacts 
are under way and we hope for palpable progress soon,” Attas 
said. Asked if these would result in direct talks, Attas replied: 
“they will.” Asked if diplomatic relations would then be restored 
with Washington, he said: “Yes, and probably before the end of 
tbe current -month.” South Yemen severed relations with 
Washington in 1969, two years after it gained independence from 
Britain and leftists won control of the country. 

U.S. envoy meets deposed Afghan king 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States has sent a special 
envoy to die former king of Afghanistan to discuss a possible 
political settlement of the Afghan dvfl war, an administration 
official said Friday night. The kmg, 71a hi r Shah, has been living in 
Rome since he was deposed in a 1973 coup — led by his cousin, 
Mohammad Daoud — that abolished the monarchy and estab- 
lished tbe republic of Afghanistan. Daoud was killed in a 1978 
coup that installed a Communist government, backed by tbe 
Soviet Union. 

Amal militia thwarts raid on Israel 

TYRE (R) — A pro-Syrian ShTite Muslim militia has said it had 
dismantled five Soviet-made rockets ready to be fired into Israel 
from a village in South Lebanon. A spokesman fra: the Amal 
militia said the five Katyusha rockets were found in the village of 
Shakra, just north of Israel’s South Lebanon security zone. It was 
not immediately known which group had planned to fire the 
rockets. Control of the south is split between Amal, its pro- 
Iranian Shfite rival ffizboDah (Party of God) and Palestinian 
commandos. Rockets fired from South Lebanon struck Israel 
twice last week. An Israeli army spokesman blamed UirivdTah for 
one of the atta ck s . Amal said Tuesday it had arrested guerrillas 
preparing a cross-border rocket attack and confiscated seven 
Katyushas. It said it was preventing other groups from launching 
rocket attacks on Israel because of the risk of retaliation. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Namreth Church Sweffiefc, 
Tel. 810740 

AssembHea o t God Church, Tei. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of tbe Amumdstieu Tel. 
637440. 

De Is S*fc Church Td. 661757 
Ter ras wif Church Tel: 622366 
Church sf the AanuBdatfon Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td. 625383, Td. - 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
7752 61. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

Amman Internatfoual Church Td. 

6 85 326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chord: TeL 
811295. 

The Church of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Safaris Td. 654932 

WEATHER 

jhdfetib supplied by the Departmeotof 
Meteorology. 

It will be for and partly ckmdy and 
winds win be westerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds w£H be nortbedy moder- 
ate and seas calm. 
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MmAaax. team. 

Amman..., 16/26 

Aqaba 22/34 

Deserts 16/30 

Iordan Valley 23/34 


Yesterday's lngb temperatures: Am- 
man 26, Aqaba 34. Hamdity readmp: 
Amman 48 per cent, Aqaba 45 per 
cent. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ibrahim Abn Hamid 

Dr. Mohammad AI ftoorsm . 
Dr. Abdni Aziz Aba Khriaf .. 

Dr. Jam3 AlZSr 

Firas pharmacy ................. 

Fcrdows pharmacy ............. 

AJ Asema pharmacy 

Nazrookh pharmacy ..... 

AI Satan pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmceim pharmacy . .......... 


numh 

Dr. Rdcfiya AI Joboor 
AlShataa’ pharmacy ... 


ZASQAz 

Dr. Nasfa'at Ammari ........... 

KlttlKM i phitymy ............. 


dvfl Defence imowfai. 

Rescue 

Gvd Defence Emergency 

Rescue POfice . — 192, 6ZU11/ 

Fixe Brigade 

Blood Bank 

Highway FoSce ..... ; 

Traffic Police ,’. IM 

ftddjcSccmty Department ~ 

Hotel Complaints i 

Price Complaints i 

Water and Sewerage 

Co mplaint s. l 

Amman Municipality 
Cbmpbrims ' 

Telephone Inhumation 

(directory asszstanco) 

- Overseas Cdls I 

Central Amman Telephone 


Abdafi Telephone Repairs ..... I 

Jordan Television ‘ 

Radio Jordon ' 

Water Adthoritr ***■«. . . i 

JonluBectri^ "!] 

Electric Power . 


RJFBgm Information 06-53200 

Qhcen A5a IntL Airport 06-53200 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaBdi Maternity. I.Aum... 644281/6 
Akildi Maternity, J.Amn..„ 642441/2 

Jabd Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBias,!. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeiuni 664171/4 

Smcasuri Hospital - 669131 

Umrasity Hospital 845845 

AKMnasher Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

Afc-Ahli, Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mnhajxcen 777101/3 

AUtabrr.J. Aafarafieh 775111/26 

Army, Madca 891611/15 

Queen AEa Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZanpGovL Hospital (09)983323 


Ibn Shu Hospital (09)986732 

numh 

Princw i Basma HoSDdal .. /Q2I2755S5 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAlNafcesHosprtal (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


Gvfl Defence Department— 


QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

22m fa/OBuefcu it topphed by Royal 


Jordanian (RJ) m fon a s tion depart- 
ment at tbe Qaeea Aha International 
Airport TeL ( 06)53200 S, where k 
shook I always be verified. 

AKBVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

SKIS - Aqaba (RJ) 

lfc29 — Jeddah (RJ1 

19J9 Cairo (RJ) 

1935 Dhahran (RJ) 

19*19 Kuwait (RJ) 

1*45 Abn Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Mk45 Lamaca (RJ) 

1*55 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:29 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 

<M> _ 

.17*5 Cairo (RJ) 

l&M .... New YodL Amsterdam (RJ) 

19 i 29 .... Pork fen 

1&45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

lfcSS .......... Brasaefc, Frankfort (RJ) 

1958 Lflftdfttv fejj 

two Istanbul, Ankara fen 

29545 Rome/RJ) 

9kl5 Baghdad (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

9509 Dubai (AZ 

1309 Cairo ACS' 


1305 .... Muscat, Shaijeh, Doha (GF) 
1409 ....................... Kuwait (KU) 

1*45 Kuwait (LN) 

1705 Jeddah (SV) 

1905 .... Frankfurt (LH) 

32*45 Athens (OAl 

91*95 London, Cairo (BA) 


2309 

23*5 


Athens (OA) 

Kuwait (add.) (KU) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal (1) 


9809 — ....... Aqaba (RJ) 

1109 ............ Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

11*45 RomefejJ 

12=15 ..... Vienna, New Yodc(RJl 

1200 Tunis, CawMmra (RJ) 

13s45 CriroiRJ) 

28:15 ..1 ....... Calcutta (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

2W8 1-aniWa (RJ) 

21:10 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:15 Vienna, Maori (EJf 

21:15 ....................... Baghdad (RJ) 

2109 Cairo (RJ) 

2109 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Zh3B Damascus (RJ) 

2)s45 Sanaa (RJ) 

2209 ..... SfaflUlWW ghtll T Wmwr pn 
*W5 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal ( 2 ) 


0605 

1949 

1445 

1505 

ISAS 

MM 

0*4 9 ...... 

0*45 

2905 


— - Roue( 

. Damascus, Paris | 

— Cairo ( 

............ Kmudt( 

... Doha, Bahrain | 


Upperflower 

Apple 

H u rmw 


Beast 

Carrot 


Com ... 

Qnimbexsflaxii 
Cocumhers fama 


Grapes 

Vi^JOlOK 

Guava 

LemnfytiDow) 
Lemon (green)- 
Mallow...;....:.. 

S;wi 

Muivw 

Okra I 


Onion (dry) 

Pepper plot) — 
Pepper (sweet) . 


— Manat (add.) | 


Radish 

Sweet Melon 
Tomatoes ........ 

Vasa Melon .... 


' price in Or per kg. 

550 /son 

600/500 

400 / 300 

mar) 350/300 

380/300 

...; 250/ 200 

130/100 

— 270/230 

260 / 220 

e> ............ 280 / 240 

IQ 370 / 300 

400 / 350 

200/100- 

350/300 

950 / 750 

350 / 300 

350/300 

300 / 250 

420 / 350 

280/220 

............. 230/200 

90/60 

250 / 200 

....... 450 / 380 

.... 570 / 500 

— 300/ 25Q 

... __-2SO/2O0 

180/ W0 

uo /wo- 

400/350 

.... 430/400 

no/ w 

2*0 /240 

............ 150/100 

200/ M0 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet, convening Saturday, 
approved the relending of an 
e^t<iniQion Kuwaiti dinar loan 
— presented from the Arab Fund 
for Social and Economic De- 
velopment to the Jordanian gov- 
ernment — to the Jordan Pbos- 
j*ate Company m order to cour 


tdbute to the financing of the 
Shidiyah Mines project. The 
Catenet, also, approved foe Civil 
Aviation Authority organisation- 
al chart for 1989 as well as foe 
secondment of 14 female teachers 
to work at .the United Arab Emi- 
rates’ ministry of education. 
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MASA’DEH RECEIVES ENVOYS: 

Interior Minister Salem. Masa'deh Saturday 

Ambassador to Jordan Gajendra Singh scopes of cooperation 
between Jordan and Iraq. He also received Algerian Ambassador 
Mohammed Bergham at the conclusion of his tour of duty. (Petra) 

IRBID ROAD PROJECTS: Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and Environment Yousef Ham dan h y agreed to offer a 
tender to asphalt and open roads at the Taibeh township in Irbid 
Govemorate at the cost of JD 25,600. (Petra) 

WAZANI RECEIVES TWO ENVOYS: Justice Minister Ratib 
Wazani Saturday received seaprately Indian Ambassador Gajendra 
Singh and Algerian Ambassador Mohammed Bergham. The discus- 
sions dealt with bolstering relations in the judicial fields. (Petra) 

YEMENI MINISTER, CAEU CHIEF HOLD TALKS: South 
Yemeni Mimser of Trade and Industry and Supply Abdallah Othman 
had a meeting here Saturday with Mr. Hassan Ibrahim, secretary 
general ofthe Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) to review 
the council's economic activities and the 2989 programmes. Othman 
and Ibrahim discussed action designed to bring about economic 
integration in the Arab Woiid and the role played by individual Arab 
countries to achieve that end. (Petra) 

HOTEL GETS NEW PERSONNEL MANAGER: As part ofthe 
staff development programme at Hotel Jordan Inter-Continental, 
Ms. Maha Elias, a Jor danian national, has been promoted to the 
position of personnel and training manager. Wias has been working 
at Hotel Jordan InterContinental since 1981 when she started as 
guest relations supervisor. Therefore, she was promoted to guest 
relations manager, where her talents were developed in dealing with 
people. (J.T.) 

MEDICAL DAY IN IRBID: The Jordan Medical Association 
Saturday organised a medical day in Irbid, in northern Jordan. 
Several spedal&s and surgeons from Jordan delivered lectures on 
various medical specialisations. (Petra) 

, TRAINING SEMINAR: The Jordanian Institute of Management 
affiliated to the Industrial Development Bank Saturday opened a 
week-long training seminar on decision-making in matters related to 
administration and finance in financial, scientific and industrial 
organisations. Participants from Jordan, Oman and North Yemen 
are taking part in the training seminar. (Petra) 

SCHOOL SUPERVISORS MEET: The Department of Educa- 
tion in Irbid Saturday organised a meeting for supervisors of 
education in government schools. Difficulties encountered by 
teachers and school principals and the role of the supervisors to help 
overcome them were reviewed by the supervisors" and ministry 
officials. (Petra) 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES IN THE SOUTH: The Ministry of Youth 
announced Saturday that its teams have just completed a survey of 
sports and youth activities in the southern regions of the country. The 
survey, winch entailed field trips to various areas last week, aims at 
introducing measures for improvement and the involvement of a 
greater sector of youth in such activities. (Petra) 

TRAINING AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS: The agricultural 
sector committee in the Amman Development Region issued a 
statement Saturday recommending that training in agnail tural fields 
at universities and community colleges should be revised and 
updated. A statement said that the committee proposed the opemng 
of new training centres to .provide new techniques to agricultural 
engineers and technicians and agricultural extension staff. (Petra) 

VIDEO TAPES TO OMAN: Yarmouk University has provided foe 
Ministry of Education in Oman with 60 video tapes featuring 
educational programmes prepared . for Arab students in Arab 
countries. Hie gift was in foe course of Jordaman-Omani educational 
.ooopeiatioh programme. (Petra) .. . 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
foe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITION 

it An art exhibition by Jordanian artists Khaled Gfaawanmefa and 
AbdnBah Kjunnfeh, and foe Syrian artist Wafas A1 Masri at foe 
Housing Bank Art Gallery. 

☆ An art eshfbitioa by Jordanian artist JafalOreiqat at foe Plastic 
Artists Association. 

☆ An anti-smoking cadwtettou which- includes paintings and 
pcslere showing tbe bannffa effects of s mok i n g, at Phgadkdfrhia 
Hotel. 


☆ A lecture, in Arabic, entitled “The Revolt of 1936 versos foe 
Uprising of 1987” by Dr. Yousef HaOml at Abdul Hamid 
Shaman Founda ti on — 6 JO p.m. 

FILM 

*■ A feature ffhn entitled “The Grapes of Wrath” at foe American 
Centre — 7:00 p.m. 

FETRA CULTURAL FESTIVAL 

(The opening ceremony at 4:00 p.m.) 


* Handicr afts «ri»ih tt km T which indtades tedptira, embroidery, 
sand ornaments and woodwork, at the Tovrism Square. 

* The National Heritage Exhibition, which in dn des k ni t w e a r, 
tf yrtlM and- dmpb a gricu ltu r al tools need locally, at the 
Tourism Square. 

t The Ar cha eological Treasures of the Sahara Exhibition made 
foe oM city of Petra. 

ir A photo exhibition on Petra inside foe old city of Petra. 

The Armed Forces Exhibition, hKfndbig photos and posters 
depicting foe armed forces devdopmnL 

if A comprehensive art exhibition, held by the University of 
Jordan, includes paintings, photos and Sculptures at the 
Visitors Centre. 

it An exhibition of oriental artifacts and fofidoric costumes at the 
Tourism Square. 

PARADE 

* a parade tf Arabian horsesaarf a caravan of camels (as part of 
foe opering ceremony). 

' FOUCLOR1C SHOWS . 

* FolUorie songs and dances by: Wa(H Monsa Centre Troupe, Al 
Budori Troupe, Ma’aa Troupe for Fofldoric Arts and a show 


Folkloric shows by Wadi Mousa Centre Troupe, Al Mafraq 
Youth Centre Troupe and Al Qasr Young Women’s Centre 
Troupe, as we# « Ratio Jordan ordwsfra. 



Jordanian and Syrian officials meet Saturday to discuss transport cooperation (Petra photo) 


JVA may use River Jordan 
water for setting up fisheries 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) is cur- 
rently studying the prospect of 
using the water of .foe River 
Jordan to set up fisheries in un- 
used land in foe Jordan Valley 
■ region according to JVA Secret- 
ary General Mohammad Bani 

Ham. 

In a statement to Sawt Al 
Shaab daily, Bani Hani said that 
at die same time his department 
is monitoring foe amount of 
pollution in the river water 
brought about in some areas by 
extensive use on the pan of the 
Israeli occupation authorities at a 
number of Israeli settlements. 

The River Jordan water is also 
being tested regularly for its salin- 
ity which is gradually increasing 
due to Israel’s continued pump- 
ing of water from the river and 
the Sea of Galilee, Bani Ham 
noted. 

He said that one of the rivers 
which flow into the Sea of Galilee 
is the Yannonk River which is 
being exploited by Jordan and 
Syria for irrigation and electricity 
generation. 

The coming month be said will 
witness the completion of a diver- 
sion tunnel at the site where Al 
Wahdeh Dam is to be built, Bani 
Hani pointed ont. 

He said that a Jordanian-Syrian 


committee, charged with follow- 
ing up procedures on the con- 
struction of foe dam. will hold a 
meeting in the coming month to 
review the project following the 
completion of foe tunnel which is 
924 metres long. 

The committee, which met in 
Amm an in June, is expected to 
discuss at the Damascus parley 
questions related to foe approp- 
riation of land which will be 
m imriaterf with Once the dam has 
been built, programmes for soil 
preservation in foe Yarmouk Riv- 
er Basin and means of reducing 
sediments in the bottom of the 
dam reservoir. 

The river is being diverted so 
that construction work on the 
dam itself can begin, Bani Hani 
noted. 

The construction of foe diver- 
son tunnel is being carried out by 
a consortium of Jordanian-Syrian 
and Italian companies at the cost 
of JD 2.5 million. 

Jordan has already embarked 
on contacts with international 
organisations and governments to 
sound out their readiness to fi- 
nance Che $400 million dam pro- 
ject, Bani Hani said. 

He noted that foe United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) has 
pledged to provide a grant of 


$150 million to the project and 
the World Bank promised to give 
loans to help cany out the 
scheme. 

Under a Syrian-Jordanian 
agreement most of the 225 mil- 
lion cubic metres expected to be 
gathered at the reservoir will be 
used for irrigating Jordanian 
farmland in tbe Jordan Valley, 
Bani Hani said. But nearly 75 per 
cent of tbe total generated elec- 
tric power will go to Syria, he 
added. 

Bani Hani complained that 
some fanners are doing all they 
can to obtain additional water 
amounts in addition to their 
allot ed shares, and warned that 
foe JVA has lnnit«l water re- 
sources for irrigating lands in the 
Jordan Valley. 

Last year reservoirs behind 
dams built to collect water in 
Jordan gathered around 23 mil- 
lion cubic metres of rain water 
but tbe previous year a total of 75 
milli on cubic metres were col- 
lected and used in irrigation pur- 
poses. 

The limited amounts of water, 
he said, can only force tbe JVA to 
rationalise foe distribution to 
farms until further amounts can 
replenish the reservoirs in the 
coming winter season. 



RSS gets new laboratory equipment 


AMMAN — Royal Scientific Society (RSS) has 
receady updated its eapabffities by acquiring a 
sequential Inductively Coupled Plasma Atomic 
Emission Spectroraetre (TCP- AES). This new 
foeffity adds a aew di m ension to RSS capabilities 
in carrying out advanced elemental analysis pro- 
cesses. It also helps in promoting research and 
development activities in the fields of minerals and 
materials. Ute ICP-AE5 is an advanced analytical 
foeffity whiefa allows far tbe analysis of about 80 


elements sequentially from trace to per cent 
concentrations faa Squid phase with high accuracy 
and reprodndbifity. By having such a facility foe 
RSS will be able to provide a complete analysis of 
up to 50 samples per day with less titan one gram 
sample required to perform more than 10 
iitnifirt ai analysis on the same sample. This 
foeffity was donated by the Ralfon government — 
RSS News. 



Iraqi envoy visits University of Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Iraqi Ambassador to Jordan 
Nonri Ismail called Saturday at foe University of 
Jordan aad discussed with its President Mahmoud 
Al Samra cooperation between Iraqi and Jorda- 


nian universities In aritnral aad scientific fields. 
Dr. Khaled Sawwaf, the cattnraK attache at foe 
Iraqi embassy to Amman, a ttende d the meeting- 


Jordan, Syria begin 
talks on land, maritime 
transport cooperation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and Syria have opened 
talks in Amman to promote their bilateral coopera- 
tion in land and maritime transport; and to chart 
plans for the joint Jordanian-Syrian Land Transport 
Company and the Joint Maritime Company. 


The Jordanian side to tbe talks 
is led by Minister of Transport 
and Telecommunications Hikmat 
Al rhammmh and the Syrian 
side is headed by Minister of 
Transport Yousef Ahmad, who 
arrived here Saturday at foe head 
of his team. 

Sources close to foe meetings 
yaid t hfrf foe talks, conducted 
through committees in charge of 
foe Land Transport Company 
and foe Syrian Jordanian Mari- 
time Company, will focus on the 
two companies* operations in the 
coming stage. 

The Jordanian-Syrian Land 
Transport Company’s fleet of 


vehicles transported 1.5 million 
tonnes of goods between Jordan 
and Syria and between the two 
countries and the rest of foe 
world since its establishment in 
1986. 

The maritime company last 
year realised a profit of 20 million 
Syrian pounds, down from 22 
milli on for operations carried out 
by its two cargo vessels in tbe 
previous year, according to com- 
pany officials. 

Khammasb made a statement 
at foe opening of tbe talks uder- 
lining foe importance of the 
meeting which, he said, was a 
manifestation of foe two coun- 


tries endeavours to promote 
cooperation in transport and en- 
hance their national economy. * 

He expressed hope that the 
talks will lead to further activities 
of the joint companies and more 
gains for foe Jordanian and Sy- 
rian people. 

For his part, the Syrian minis- 
ter said that the two companies 
operations reflect the strong ties 
between Jordan and Syria. 

Tbe current meetings are 
bound to help officials from Jor- 
dan and Syria lo identify areas 
where cooperation can be ex- 
panded, the Syrian minister 
noted. 

Among the topics on the agen- 
da is a review and endorsement of 
the fiscal budgets a report by the 
companies board of directors on 
investments by foe two com- 
panies and plans for future de- 
velopment. 


Jordan attends Turns meeting on 
control of Arab financial operations 


TUNIS (Petra) — Jordan, along 
with seven other Arab countries, 
is taking part in a two-day meet- 
ing here to discuss issues pertain- 


French 
minister 
ends visit 
to Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — French 
Minister of Youth and Culture 
Lionel Jospin ended a month- 
long stay in Jordan and left for 
home Saturday. A statement said 
that Jospin had organised an 
archaeological camp for the res- 
toration of a number of 
archaeological rites in Jordan in 
cooperation with the department 
of antiquities in Amman. 

Jospin toured tourist and his- 
torical rites and also develop- 
ment projects in foe Kingdom to 
examine development in social 
and economic fields. 

According to the statement, 
foe visit was in the course of a 
-French- Jordanian cultural prog- 
ramme concluded in 1988 under 
which the twa countries will ex- 
change expertise in youth, cultu- 
ral and archaeological affairs. 


EC 

to continue 
financial 
aid for 
development 

AMMAN (J.T.) The Euro- 
pean Community (EC) said 
Saturday that its financial assist- 
ance to Jordan will continue to 
aim mainly to help foe Kingdom 
develop its agricultural and water 
resources, education as well as 
scientific and industrual en- 
deavours. 

A newsletter issued by the EC 
delegation here said that tbe 
assistance will be channelled 
through the concerned author- 
ities and will come through foe 
provirions of the third EC pro- 
tocol for 1987-1991. 

The 100 million European Cur- 
rency Unit (ECU) provided for in 
foe protocol, the statement said, 
will be used to build on results so 
far achieved in earlier coopera- 
tion between EC and Jordan. 

“To help address Jordan’s 
chang in g developmental require- 
ments, the EC envisages a new 
field of cooperation with foe 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology which was estab- 
lished to develop industry mid to 
create more job opportunities by 
directing resources and skills into 
new high-tech industries and by 
coordinating and directing uni- 
versity research/’ tbe statement 
said. 


Integrated 

systems 

AMMAN (Petra) — Agricultural 
researchers and staff from the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s exten- 
sion service Saturday embarked 
on a training course designed to 
orient them on integrated agri- 
cultural systems in field crops and 
livestock. 

The seminar, organised by foe 
Ministry of Agriculture in con- 
junction with foe Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (JCO) ami 
the University of Jordan, entails 
lectures on field crops ami animal 
feed in Jordan and tours of agri- 
cultural projects. 


ing to control over financial and 
accountancy operations in gov- 
ernmental departments of the 
Arab World. 

The eight Arab countries tak- 
ing part in the meeting are mem- 
bers of an executive council set 
up by foe Higher Arab Commis- 
sion on Financial Control which is 
affili ated to the Arab League. 

Subjects related to organising 
and developing cooperation 
among Arab League member 
countries in raising the standard 
of financial control and training 
courses for Arab personnel in 
1989 and 1990, will be among foe 
various topics for discussion, 
according to Dr. Hash cm Dab- 


bas, the director of the Central 
Audit Bureau, who is leading 
Jordan's team to the meeting. 

D abbas said that foe meeting 
will review symposia on financial 
control in foe Arab World, which 
will be organised in foe coming 
three days. 

Apart from Jordan, foe council 
groups representatives from 
Sudan, Libya, Iraq, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia 
and North Yemen. 

The higher commission was set 
up in 1976 by the Arab League ns 
a means of bolstering cooperation 
among financial and audit 
bureaus and government depart- 
ments. 


Accidents claim 3 lives 
in last week of August 


AMMAN (Petra) — Three peo- 
ple were killed and 142 others 
were injured as a result of 224 
road accidents in the Kingdom 
in foe last week of tbe past 
month, according to foe Public 
Security Department (PSD). 

A statement issued by the de- ^ 
partment Saturday said that most ’ 
of the cases involved vehicles 
knocking down pedestrians but 


they also included car collisions. 

'Hie accidents in the last week 
of August, the statement said, 
registered a decline fa comparison 
with those of tbe previous week 
when 310 accidents occurred re- 
sulting in foe death of 14 people. 

The statement said that most of 
foe accidents came as a result of 
wrong overtaking and violations 
of traffic regulations. 


Jordan takes part in 
world dentists conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Dentists Association took part fa 
a conference by world dentists 
which was held in the Nether- 
lands recently. 

Dr. Ishaq Al Khairi, the asso- 
ciation president who led a Jord- 
niao team to the conference, said 
that 45 working papers deatig 
with dentistiy and modem trends 
in foe treatment of dentures and 
gums were discussed by delegates 


from around the world. 

The conference endorsed a set 
of recommendations passed by 
the previous dentistry conference 
which called for foe inclusion of 
Palestine as an observer at the 
conference, Kahiri noted. 

He said that an exhibition of 
dentistry equipment by a number 
of international companies was 
organised during the conference. • 


Regional meeting to discuss 
managing housing projects 

AMMAN (Petra) — Manage- 
ment and maintenance of housing 
estates in Jordan will be the 
theme of a three-day symposium 
due to open here Tuesday. 

The symposium, organised by 
foe Housing Corporation in con- 
junction with the Arab League 
Department of Housing and Re- 
construction, is to be attended by 
delegates from eight countries in 
addition to the Arab League and 
the United Nations Centre for 
H uman Settlements. 

The participants will discuss 


several Jordanian working papers 
on maintaining and managing 
housing projects 'and legal mat- 
ters affiliated to these proce- 
dures, according to a Housing 
Corporation spokesman. 

He said that experiences of 
Arab countries in housing and 
housing estate management will 
be reviewed. 

Arab countries taking part are 
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, North and 
South Yemen. Syria and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates in addition to 
Jordan. 
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ACCOUNTANTS 
REQUIRED £ 
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An International Firm of Accountants 
requires young single status auditors for 
its offices in Saudi Arabia. 

Interested applicants, who should hold 
an accounting degree from a recognised 
university, be fluent in both the Arabic 
and English languages and have relevant 
auditing experience. Should apply in their [ 
own handwriting in both Arabic and 
English to: 

P.O. Box 2672 Riyadh 11461, Saudi 
Arabia enclosing copies of their 
resume, degree and a recent 
photograph.” 
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n!@rnational 
to drugs 


THE ALLOUT war now being waged against drugs is one of 
the holiest of all wars ever. The initiative to launch such an 
attach to root out the drug scourge is being spearheaded by 
the U.S. in conjunction with some Latin American countries 
notably Colombia, and scores of other states in the four 
corners of the world. There is no doubt that this decision to 
take the boll by the horns wfll go a long way to check the 
mushrooming drug curse worldwide. 

Nevertheless, the only decisive way to stem the burgeon- 
ing drug problem is to (Hit an defective end to the widespread 
usage of drugs. As long as there is a demand for drugs no 
effort will be enough to eradicate their source. In (act, if the 
demand for drugs continues abated, the battle at the source 
level will only exacerbate the issue and b righten the criminal 
dimensions of its conduits from the source to the user and 
customer. Accordingly, for the battle against the drug crisis 
to be woo, there is always a need to wage it at both ends of 
the problem: the source as well as the user levels. It goes 
without saying that if and when the easterner side of the 
equation can be eradicated then the source problem would 
have been dealt with automatically. 

Of course to stop tbe public drug habit is a big order and 
would necessitate a multi-dimensional approach. In essence, 
the root problem is sodo-economic, culminating in a 
psychological framework that defies easy answers. The 
decline of religion and spiritual pursuits, die «h*4™» of 
morality and the breakdown of family life have aB acceler- 
ated the drug phenomenon in the industrial nations of the 
world. Poverty and deprivation, both political and educa- 
tional, have on the other hands been the principal reasons 
for the widespread resort to drugs in poor countries of the 
worid. The tragedy fies in the fact Chat once a nation, rich or 
pom*, becomes addicted to the disease, the took available to 
revers e the tide become doubly difficult. AD these and 
similar proposition would warrant one to suggest the 
convening of an international conference to be attended by 
imminent personalities and experts in the phenomenon of 
drug abuse with a view to defining and articulating affective 
muits-disdpllsnacy anecdotes to the rise of this scourge 
world wide. While allowing that it is not an orthodox policy 
to call on the U.N. Security Conncfl to become seized with 
this kmd of threat to security and peace, it would still be the 
right thmg to do to put the machinery of the Security 
Council in the service of tins global war effort to eradicate 
the drug crisis from the face of the Earth. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ral Arabic daily newspaper Saturday welcomed a visit to 
Jordan this week by the President of South Yemen who will have 
talks with King Hussein on matters of mutual concern and Arab 
affaire. Tbe paper said that the talks reflect the two countries’ 
■concern to boost inter-Arab cooperation at all levels and enhance 
the joint action for the common causes, and to safeguard the 
higher national interests. Tbe South Yemeni leaders will no doubt 
discover more dungs about Jordan which stands like a fortress in 
tbe face of enemy ambitions and designs, and as a shield providing 
protection to the Arab Nation from external threats, the paper 
noted. The South Yemeni president will see for himself that 
Jordan remains committed to tbe defence of the Arab Nation and 
to working with serious determination to bolster inter Arab action 
and solidarity among Arab states, the paper added. We have 
confidence, said the paper, that the president’s visit to Jordan will 
contribute most positively towards enhancing Jordanian Yemeni 
relations and help provide further protection to tbe Arab order in 
the face of all hostile challenges. 


Writing in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily columnist Abdul Rahim Omar 
draws attention to the deep gap between the rich industrialised 
nations and tbe poor world. He says that this can dearly be felt 
after reading the Nod- Aligned Movement's final communique in 
Belgrade which referred to numerous world issues and pointed to 
further economic problems in the coming future. The writer says 
that the Third World which includes most of the non-aligned 
countries is bound to fall prey once more to foreign domination or 
a new form of colonialism. The growing foreign debt and the 
abject poverty in some of the non-aligned nations make it only 
-possible for the rich industrialised nations to find the way open fair 
imposing domination, says the writer. He notes that since die 
Third World continues to sell cheap raw material to die rich 
countries and buy manufactured products at very high cost, the 
poor are bound to succumb to the conditions and terms of the 
rich. Omar believes that as long as this cycle is in progress tbe rich 
are bound to become richer and the poor poorer unless the 
leaders of the Non-Aligned Movement can come up with a way to 
end this unacceptable situation. 


A1 Dnstour daily Saturday tackled the situation in the occupied 
territories as the intifada enters its 22nd month. Day after day and 
month after another, the Palestmans prove to tbe world that they 
are determined to pursue the struggle for freedom and independ- 
ence, said that paper. Tbe thousands of killed, injured and 
detained Palestinians and the scores of deported citizens can only 
point to the atrocities committed by the Israeli enemy but will not 
deter further uprising and further resistance, the paper added. As 
the Israelis invent new methods of terrorism and repression, the 
world continues to condemn such action with words and sym- 
pathy, but the Palestinians confront all that with real action, said 
the paper. However, the c riminal actions against the Palestinians 
should prompt the world community at large to translate words 
into action to end the occupation, concluded the paper. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahcd Faaek 


Advanced warning of economic crisis 


AFTER the unraveling of the economic crisis late in 1988, 
many silent observers suddenly became outspoken and wise 
retroactively, others were blaming public opinion makers and 
watchdogs, like myself, for failure to give advance warning 
ag pinst the crisis. 

Being away this week, and to avoid the absence of Sunday's 
Economic Poke today, I shall present to you what I have written 
in this very place six yean ago, Le., in die Jordan Times of Dec. 31, 1983; 
1983: 

“The so called recession or slow-down in tbe Jordanian 
economy should not be mistaken for the traditional recessions 
known in all industrial economies in die Western world. 

The economic recession in America or Western Europe is a 
stage in their business cycle, and is normally followed by 
economic recovery and prosperity and so on. The economic 
slow-down here in Jordan is not a stage or part of a cycle, and 
consequently should not be tackled as such by traditional means 
such as hiking public spending, expanding credit, reducing 
interest rates, and encouraging private consumption. 

On the contrary the present recession in tbe Jordanian 
economy is the direct result of tbe drop in Arab financial support 
to die treasury, , which rendered the government unable to 


continue its . 
ing heavy expen di t ure 


economic activities. 


direct or indirect subsidy of most 


Jordan used to receive some JD 400 million (S1.25 billion) in - 
external grants and financial aid from richer Arab countries. This 
was a huge annual cash injection in foreign exchange responsible* 
for around 40 per cent of the gross national product, even without 
accounting for the multiplier effect- Zn 1983 the in-Dow of these 
funds declined below that level. It is only normal that national 
income should dedine accordingly. 

More reduction in Arab aid is anticipated in 1984 and beyond. 
Therefore the slowdown in the Dow of income, standards of 
living, volume of investments, and government capability to 
support and subsidise both antsumptioo and production cannot 
be avoided. 


The station does not call for monetary and IfinancWejira- 
oon, and for tempting foe govemmetrt 

frtwniMf and extenjadbontjwmg which wifl prevent tbe imports 
m i • 1 fiu nuuihv s foreign reserves m 


The Jordanian economy is witnessing a healthy adjustment to 
the new sobering realities which call for a completely new set of 
policies and serious efforts to adapt to them. 

It is, however, counter-productive to address The present 
economic state of affairs as if it is a passing crisis or a phenomenon 
that fa almost behind ns, or a croud aW to dear. 


^rSfeOTTCct diagnosis of the structural problem reaching from 
foe drop in Arab aid is essential in order to^t down foe 
government expenditure to size, and to protect toe -foreign 
reserves and control any deficit in foe 
Arab aid to Jordan, or the lade of it, is not a budgetary problem 
only: it is a balance of payment problem as weu. 

The worst position that can be taken is to use th e prese nt 
adequate foreign reserves merely to postpone foe n«msaiy 
adjustments for a year or two instead of proroedmg to adjust m a 
r ftn rf mta Mf; nwH secure situation. 

. There is no possibility that we can avoid a reduction m imports, 
consumption and government expenditure, and at the same time 
maintaining a real growth in production for export or for import 

substitutes. . . 

The proper economic, financial and monetary policies, and 
ireas pr* 1 * , may not be popular, but they must be adopted 
n ev er t h eless, and the sooner the better.” 


Conciliatory tone at non-aligned summit 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Reuter 


BELGRADE — The Belgrade 
summit of the Non-Aligned 
Movement appears to have 
marked a turning point for the 
Third World grouping by drop- 
ping its former anti-Western 
stance for a more condhatory 
tone. 

Despite a last stand by foe 
radicals, key moderate states like 
Yugoslavia, Egypt and India per- 
suaded the majority that, with 
superpower ties improving, it was 
time for them to seek cooperation 
with the West to remedy their 
(fire eco nom ic plight. 

Cyprus President George Vas- 
sOioa hailed the summit as “the 
b eginning of a new en for foe 
movement,” allowing it to adapt 
to a changing world. 

“The work done here, wc 


hope, w31 make certain that the 
movement does not fall behind 
history,” he told a news confer- 
ence. 


For years the Soviet Union 
argued that the non-aligned 
group, though militarily neutral, 
was naturally allied in all other 
respects with the Communist 
world. Cuban leader fidel Cas- 
tro, who hosted a non-aligned 
summit in 1979. endorsed this 


view. 

As recently as the last summit, 
in Harare In 1986, the final dec- 
laration foundered against “im- 
perialism, colonialism, neocolo- 
nialism, hegemonfam..: racism, 
zionism... as well as against great 
power and bloc politics.’* 

This year's declaration makes 
only a passing reference to this 
struggle and implies that it was a 
thing of foe past. 

Instead, it says that “the non- 


aligned - favour concordance 
rather than confrontation” and 
applauds U.S.-Soviet detente as 
“a window of opp o rt uni ty for the 
international community.” 

Significantly, Castro did not 
come to Belgrade, perhaps scent- 
ing which way the wind was 
blowing. 

Instead be sent his brother 
Raul, who denounced die United 
States for behaving “as never 
before in an arrogant, threaten- 
ing and aggressive fashion.” 

A handful of other states, in- 
cluding Nicaragua and Panama, 
echoed Castro's tone, while out- 
going non-aligned Chairman 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe de- 
clared that anti-imperialism was 
“based on fundamental principles 
and is not negotiable.” 

But Western diplomats follow- 
ing the summit said such voices 
were isolated, and that host coun- 


try Yugoslavia had succeeded in 
stamping the meeting with a 
pragmatic tone that would win 
foe 102-nation g roupin g a better 
bearing in Western capitals. 

“The non-aligned nave been 
moderate for some time, but now 
they are getting more under- 
standing in the West because they 
are just putting themselves across 
in a modi more intelligent way,” 
one said. 

Behind the shift of tone lay a 
growing feeling that with die re- 
duction of tension between 
NATO and the Warsaw Pact, the 
non-aligned group, founded in 
1961 to fend off involvement in 
bloc pofitks, could be left high 
and dry. - 

“What wifl be its role if its 
principal raison d'etre is dis- 
appearing,” asked Prime Minis- 
ter Mahathir Bin Mohammad of 
Malaysia. 


The implicit answer, for many 
countries, was that the most 
effective fifing foe movement 
could do was to take a lead in 
patting the Third World case for 
a better economic (teal from tbe 
rich industrialised nations. 


Pern reported that it had put 
together an 11 -nation group to 
lobby foe group of seven top 
industrialised non-Gommuoist 
countries over debt and related 


Aside from Saudi Arabia and a 
few other ofl-rich states, most 
non-aligned members are either 
under-developed or heavily inde- 
bted or both. The total debt of 
developing countries is estimated 
at $13 tnflion. 


- The summit statement 
appealed to the developed worid 
to face “the conflict which is 
older and deeper than the cold 

war and bloc confrontation 

foe conflict between affluence 
and poverty.” 

Several plans emerged during 
tile m immit foj a poor nati ons* 
dub to promote their cause. 


issues. 

Later, former Tanzanian Presi- 
dent Julius Nyerere announced 
that the same 11 countries plus 
two others would form a summit- 
level group to discuss economic 
problems and plan cooperation 
pr o gra mmes among themselves. 

Nevertheless, some of the main 
debtor nations in Latin America 
still prefer to deal bilaterally with 
their creditors. 

And some summit speakers 
voiced fraw* that the East-West 
thaw could harm the Third 
Worid, leaving it an even smaller 
slice of the economic pie as the 
West prepares to bail out bank- 
rupt Communist nations in 
Europe like Poland and Hungary. 


For de Klerk, 
movement of 
truth coming 


By David Cray 

Tbe Associated Press 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca — White voters sent mixed mes- 
sages to the tong-rating National 
Party, but one point was dean 
the government will get nowhere 
trying to please reformists and 
racists simultaneously. 

Following his party’s record 
election losses to both right and 
left, acting President F.W. de 
Klerk will Be under pressure to 
signal dearly and quickly which 
way he will turn. 

The result could well be a final 
divorce between the government 
and hard-line segregationists, 
whose gains on Wednesday fell 
short of their own predictions. 

De Klerk implied such a split in 
his post-election news conference 
Thursday, when be lamped his 
party and the anti-apartheid 
Democratic Party together as 
advocates of “renewal and re- 

**- rt 
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NEWS ANALYSIS 


But a break with the right will 
not guarantee success or acceptance 
for the centeqaeoe of de Klerk’s 
reform programme — - a vague “five- 
year plan” to bring the now- 
voteless black majority into 
national politics without jeopar- 
dising white sovereignty. 

The crucial political debate, at 
least within foe realm of white 
politics, now may take place with- 
in National Party ranks. Is it 
serious about granting blacks 
political rights? Will it phase out 
segregation laws? Will jailed 
black nationalist Nelson Mandela 
be freed? 

“The nationalists can no longer 
attempt to satisfy, on both rides, 
those who want reform and those 
who want re gr e ssi on,” the Daily 
News, tbe hading newspaper In 
Durban, said in an editorial 
Thursday. “De Klerk has the 
dearest mandate for real change. 
Will he act on it?” 

Zulu leader Mangosuthn 
Butfaelezi, one of the country’s 
most powerful blade moderates, 
said the election marked the start 
of “an entirely new and very 
distinctive political era” in which 


South Africa was moving away 
from apartheid toward demo- 
cracy. 

But Buthdezi said his optim- 
ism was dependent on de Klerk 
“having the pits to go further 
than be ever thought he would 
have to go.” 

Helen Suzman, who has retired 
after 36 yean as standardbearer for 


tbe liberal opposition in parlia- 
ment, said de Klerk should write 
off die far right and develop more 
concrete reform proposals. 

“He's now got to produce the 
goods,” she said. “Otherwise 
both locally and internationally 
his credibility will disappear.” 

A similar view was expressed 
by Alfred Nzo, secretary general 
of the outlawed African National 
Congress guerrilla movement. He 
said at a non-aligned summit in 
Yugoslavia that de Klerk “now 
has to prove the honesty, sincer- 
ity and seriousness" of his 
pledges to negotiate a solution 
to South Africa’s problems. 

De Klerk, expected to be 
elected next week to a five-year 
term as president, has called for 
all-party talks aimed at negotiat- 
ing a new constitution. But he 
says the ANC can participate 
only if it renounces its use of 
violence. 

Militant- anti-apartheid leaders 
in South Africa reiterated their 
rejection of segregated elections 
and dismissed suggestions that de 
Klerk be given an opportunity to 
prove his sincerity. 

“De Klerk has spoken to us, 
tbe oppressed... with tear gas, 
with sjamboks (whips), with wa- 
ter cannons... with all foe repres- 
sive instruments at his govern- 
ment's disposal,” said the South 
African Council of Churches. 
“We consider it folly to give a 
chance to such a regime.” 

In the election, tbe National 
Party won 93 seats, down from 
the 123 It held previously in the 
powerful 166-member white 
chamber of paitfament. 

Tbe far-right Conservative Par- 
ty won 31 per cent of tbe total 
vote, and increased its parliamen- 
tary strength from 22 to 39 seats. 

But political analysts suggested 
the Conservative Party had tittle- 
potential for further growth, in 
part because the pariiamentary 
districts are due to be redrawn in 
a way that wfll rednee the power 
of the Conservative’s rural stron- 
gholds. 

The Democratic Party won 33 
seats, a gain of 13, and received 
20 per cent of flic total vote. It 
won decisively in the three largest 
cities — Johannesburg. Cape 
Town and Durban — where seg- 
regation laws are crumbling most 
rapidly. 

Like the Conservatives, the 
Democrats’s prospects for further 
big gains appear limited. But 
their snccesses Wednesday could 
motivate de Klerk as he chooses 
his response to what Butheteri 
called “an epoch- making golden 
Opportunity.” 


By Phflfippa Neave 


NEW YORK — “We here in the 
United States are trying to con- 
vey to the American-Jewish com- 
munity that American Jews can 
no longer go on blindly support- 
ing Israel regardless of whether it 
is wrong or right. What we are 
saying is that- we are not serving 
Israel’s interests by continuing in 
this -line.. We have to come up 
with new ideas. .and new 
approaches." These words, 
spoken by an eminent American 
Jew, Dr. Alon Ben-Meir, reflects 
a new, forward-looking attitude 
that is beginning to emerge from 
a growing number of Jewish- 
American thinkers. 

Tbe involvement of American 
Jews, and by extension the U.S. 
government, in Israeli affairs can- 
not be underestimated. The Jew- 
ish- American community has 
provided Israel with unflagging 
political and economic sup po rt 
for decades. Amounts raised by 
private groups alone are esti- 
mated at more than $3 billion 
annually, and observers outside 
the Jewish- American community 
have often criticised what appears 
as visceral, blind and unquestion- 
ing support for the Jewish state. 
Criticism from within tbe com- 
munity was rarely heard. 

But times are changing. Israel’s 
brutal repression of the Palesti- 
nian uprising — intifada — has 
raised some fundamental ques- 
tions about Israel’s 21-year-old 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, home to some 23 
million Palestinians. Over 500 
Palestinians have died since the 
uprising began in December 
1987; a third of the victims have 
been children. Tbe Israel that 
could do no wrong is suddenly seen 
in a different light, and Amer- 
ican- Jewish intellectuals have be- 
gun to reassess their thinking 
about the conflict and how it can 
be brought to an end. 

Ben-Meir, a doctor of philoso- 
phy and political science, is one 
of the pioneers of this new think- 
ing and now heads “Americans 
for Peace in the Middle East,” a 
recently formed group of Jewish 
academics and politicians whose 
aim is to promote ideas on the 
most realistic ways of attaining 
peace. But “academics are more 
inclined than politicians to think 
that foe Palestinians have a right 
to an entity of their own,” the 
52- year-old Ben-Meir pointed 
out 

Bom in Baghdad, Ben-Meir, 
who speaks fluent Arabic as well 
as Hebrew, moved with his famil y 
to Israel shortly after its creation 
in 1948. He grew up there, served 
in tbe Israeli army and studied 
journalism at Tel Aviv Universi- 
ty. As a young graduate, he went 
on to Oxford University in Eng- 
land to read philosophy before 
moving to Washington, D.C., 
where he earned a doctoral de- 
gree in political science. In his 
doctoral thesis, titled “The Mid- 
dle East: Imperatives and 
Choices” and published in 1975, 
Ben-Meir outlined some of the 
major points that, be says, to this 


American Jews 


preoccupations.” 

Recognise PLO 


involved in 



day constitute what be believes to 
be a realistic approach to solving 
the Palestiman-Israeli crarflirf 

Speaking during a recent inter- 
view in his New York office, 
Ben-Meir pointed to what he 
called “irrevocable factors on 
the ground,” meaning realities 
that can no longer be ignored and 
that, he believes, must be de- 
fined, accepted and “institu- 
tionalised.” There is no doubt in 
Ben-Meir’s mind that the Palesti- 
nians have a right to a state of 
their own and that, sooner or 
later, like it or not, this wifl be 
established as the only way of 
achieving peace. “Israel cannot 
be eliminated, nor can the 
Palestinians, that is the reality. 
Regardless of whether Israel has 
the right to the West Bank from a 
historical perspective, Zionism 
will have to settle for something 
less. Both sides will have to be 
satisfied with what there is: Israel 
with part of the biblical land, and 
the Palestinians with part of 
Palestine,” he says bluntly. 

. One of the “realities” that 
Israel will have to face once the 
Palestinian “entity” has been 
established is tbe feet that it will 
continue to be surrounded by 
Palestinians — in neighbouring 
Jordan, on tbe West Bank, in foe 
Gaza Ship, in Lebanon. Ben- 
Meir believes that although many 
Palestinians have aspirations to 
repatriation, the population dis- 
tribution is not likely to change 
"drastically. “There will always be 
a Palestinian minority in Israel 
and there will always be a minor- 
ity of Jews living in the Palest^ 
nian entity,” he said. 

This is linked in Ben-Meir’s 
mind to another of those realities 
that will have to be confronted if 
the peace process is to succeed: 
foe question of Jewish settle- 
ments in die occupied territories. 
“Israel will not relinquish the 
settlements; neither a Labour nor 
a Likud government could do 
that,” be said referring to the two 
mam .political parties in Israel. 
He added that die Palestinians 
will simply have to consider the 
Jews living in those settlements as 
part of the minority that will 
continue to live in their midst. 

To Ben-Meir, Pales tin ian- 
Israeli interaction is the corner- 
stone on which coexistence be- 
tween die two peoples wfll be 
built. “No matter how peace is 
established, the sorioecouomic in- 
terrelationship between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis will have to be 
maintained. Above all, if there is 
a commitment to actually live' in 
peace, a long period of transition 
wifl be-. needed not only as a 


confidence-building phase but 
also to bnfld necessary safety 
valves. The interests of both sides 
in terms of economics and secur- 
ity are so profound, so important, 
foat-it would be in neither side’s 
interest to (endanger) the rela- 
tionship. If peace is the under- 
lying factor, there will be nothing 
to stop the mechanism of coexist- 
ence. After all, Arabs and Jews Bved 
together for thousands of years in 
peace; it will have to happen 
again,” he stressed. 

The question of Jerusalem 


Ben-Meir believes that there is 
a solution to another problem 
that has plagued would-be peace- 
makers for years: the status of 
Jerusalem. Both sides lay claim to 
the Holy City in a bitter rivalry 
heavy with religious, emotional, 
symbolic and political meaning. 
“You won't find many Jews, be 
they from foe left, right or centre, 
who would be prepared to give up 
Jerusalem. Bat there is a solution 
that could satisfytbe Palestinians: 
they, could have their own 
borough, with complete inde- 
pendence in running their own 
religious and cultural affairs,” he 


The American scholar says that 
another essential key to the establi- 
shment of peace lies in the hands of 
Syria, whose part in the Palesti- 
nian-Israeti conflict is, he notes, 
often neglected or underesti- 
mated. Syria is an important play- 
er in the regional conflict because 
part of its territory — the Golan 
Heights — was annexed by Israel 
after the 1967 war, because of its 
influence over several factions of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation; and because of its pre- 
‘ sence in Lebanon. Ben-Meir, is 
aware that there can be no peace 
without Syria.- “Syria is m a posi- 
tion to torpedo any kind of agree- 
ment,” Ben-Meir says. “Tbe 
sooner Israel, the United States 
and. foe Palestinians themselves 
involve Syria in process, the few- 
er hurdles and problems there 
wfll be.” 

Ben-Meir has come up with . a 
possible solution to the Golan 
Heights problem: “Syria consid- 
ers tins as a part of its territory 
and it wfll not relinquish . (its 
claim). Ai the same time, peace 
would have to prevail for decades 
before Israel would even contem- 
plate returning such (strategic) 
territory. Syria could establish its 
national domain over the Golan 

and even fly dm Syrian flag there, 

which would satisfy its psycholo- 
gical needs, and Israel could lease 
the territory and retain control of 

it BllMlt i. ■■ 


Ben-Meir has been promoting 
ideas like these in articles, lec- 
tures and symposia in die United 
States and Israel He believes 
they are making some headway 
among Jews nr foe United Stines 
and In Israel as well “I feel there 
growing CcMSfefi&s in Israel 
toward recognita -*** important 
factors: one, that Pakstiman nati- 
onal aspirations have some degree of 
legitimacy; and two. that whether 
the Israelis like it or not, tbe PLO 
does represent the Palestinian 
people and there will be no solu- 
tion until Israel recognises these 
facts formally and officially,” he 
said. 

In Ben-Meir's analysis, the 
Israelis therefore have some way 
to go toward meeting tbe Palesti- 
nians before any major move in. 
the direction of peace can be 
made. At the same tune, Ben- 
Meir notes, the Palestinians must 
also make concessions. “Without 
giving much more than what it 
•has already given, the PLO 
should formally renounce its 
charter. Psychologically, this 
would have a big impact on the 
Israelis,” be said. Tbe PLO char- 
ter, which calls for the destruc- 
tion of the state of Israel, has 
already been called “obsolete” by 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat. 

Ben-Meir also advocates a 
change of strategy on the part of 
the Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza: “Stop the stone-throw- 
ing and overt violence and in- 
stead organise massive political 
demonstrations, day in, day out. 
The Israelis will not shoot at 
peaceful demonstrators. This 
would help considerably because 
foe problem is that Israel is still 
not convinced that the Palesti- 
nians want peace. If tins did not 
work, they could always resume 
the stone-throwing.” 


Ben-Meir is convinced, howev- 
er, that the dynamic of peace is in 
motion and that it cannot be 
stopped. “If' tbe Likud (Israel’s 
ruling right-wing party) does not 
proceed, then a new government 
wfll have to come in its place. It is 
only a question of time before a 
majority in Israel feds that a solu- 
tion must' be found and that 
ruling the Palestinians is no lon- 
ger a viable option,”. ‘ 

The solotion is dependent on a 
vast number of complex inter- 
related problems, mdudang the 
chaos in Lebanon. It fa impossible 
to see how a peaceful solution to 
foe Palestmian-Israefi coufficrcan 
come about without some' degree 
of peace in Lebanon. The peace 
. process may be in motion; but for 
some — those who are still dying 
almost daily m foe violence of the 
occupied territories — it & not 
moving fast enough. Concluded 
Ben-Meir: “Every time a Pafesti- 
nian or an Israeli soldier is killed, 
It is adding to tbe wall of haired 
that separates the two popple... 
sooner or later, they are going to 
have to break that watt down” — 
Worid News I Jin k- 
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SERRA PELADA, — These 
days the whole world is looking at 
Brazil. The spectacular fixes cur- 
ready raging through the Amazo- 
nian ram forest, one of die 
world's most precious reserves of 
tree, animal and plant species, ’ 
have become femiKar topics. Lit 
by. cattle rangers and peasants to 
make way for grazing and agri- 
cultural land, the fires are rapidly 
destroying Brazil's 84 mUHon 
square lalometres of Amazon 



contributing to die global wann- 
ing of the planet known as 
“greenhouse effect” 

Because of the predicted rapid 
rate of temperature rise worl- 
dwide, widen some experts say 
wfll cause a dramatic sea level rise 
and disturbances in weather and 
agriculture patterns, many scien- 
tists view global wanning as one 
of the greatest t hrea ts faring the 
planet 

And it seems that another dis- 
aster is looming, at least for 
BraziL The rivers Of the Amazon, 
which constitute one fifth of the 
world's sweet-water reserves, are 
being poisoned, mostly with mer- 
cury that is used by gold diggers 
to separate die precious metal 
from its ore. A gold rush' rimflar 
to the madness that sent hun- 
dreds of thousands of Americans 
westward in the last century has 
seized Brazil and its' ndghboors: 
already the gold rush has 
attracted an estimated half a mil- 
lion hopefuls to the forest. Many 
float oh barges up the networks 
of rivers deep into- the' Amazon 
and sift through river beds while 
others dig on 'the land. The num- 
ber of pits is reported to have 
risen to more than 6,000 from 400 
three years ago. . 

By far the largest is in Para 
State, some 3,000 kilometres 
northwest of Rio de Janeiro, in 
the infamous Serra Pelada or 
“Bald Mountain.** A huge gash 
bleeds at the flank of the moun- 
tain — an enonnouspit said tobe 
one of the biggest gold mines in 
the world until estimated reserves 
of 600 tons. Depending on the 
season, between 40,000 and 
120,000 “garimpeiros” as. the 
gold diggers are known, rift 
through the mod and water inces- 
santly, driven by the gold fever. 
Since the vein was discovered in 
1979, officials estimate that ■ 
tons of gold have- been removed 

from, the mountain tVTi 1 '.- 

Estimates are the only figures 
available, because only a mmnte 
amount of the precious metal is 
mined legally and taxed by die 
treasury. According to a recent 
report by the environmental pro- 
tection organisation “Sinai 
Verde,'’ up to 90 per cent of 
Serra Pelada’s production is 
smuggled out and used to launder 
drug money in Brazil, Colombia, 
Peru, Bolivia and other neigh- 
bouring countries. For example, 
Uruguay does not produce an 
ounce of gold, yet it exported 29 
tons of it in 1985. Two years later, 
the director general of Brazil's 
National Dep ar tmen t of Mineral 
Production launched a campaign 
against gold smuggling: “Official 
production in 1986 was 10 tons. 


product! 
We estir 


/e estimate that apart from in- 
dustrial production, 144 tons 
were produced that year,” he was 
quoted as saying. 

Hunting for gold has been a 
tradition m Brazil since the first 
ore discoveries in 1696. The 
garimpeiros stand as picturesque 
characters and are seen as a breed 
of their own: silent, attentive, 
they know how to disappear, how 
to cheat, and bow to fight for 
what they want: But recently the 
traditional garimpeir os have been 
joined by hundreds of thousands 
of desperate peasants who mi- 


a better life. Bitten by the fever, 
they push deep into the malaria- 
infested jungle in search of the 
precious metal. 

Inhospitable 

Even among the hard-boiled 
garimpeiros, Serra Pelada is 
fam ous for being one of the most 
inhospitable and dangeroos_of all 
the gold pits. Over 2,000 people 
have died there since 1980, 
according to police statistics. The 
only way to reach the mountain is 
by light aircraft On the way 
there, it is easy to see the canse of 
the international outcry over tbe 
rape of die Amazon: fires Maze 
everywhere. In 1988, 8 per cent 
of the tosh forest was reduced to 
black ash. Here and there, clear- 
ings reveal small gold and iron 
mines, witness to the penetration 
of n pm deep into tile jungle. “At 
tiie beginning of the gold tush 

between 1980 and 1982, 1 used to 

fly up here eight times a day, 4 ’ 
comments tbe jovial pilot, Ival 
Alves, who has been flying in the 
Amazon for 40 years. ‘Tbring ail 
' Jands of people up here: garim- 
peiros, bankers from Sao Paolo, 
American and Japanese indus- 
trialists, outlaws: all of than are 
bitten by the gold fever,” 

Suddenly there it. is — a tage 
ugly wound 700 metres long, 300 
metres wide arid sinking 100 


metres deep in a pit of mud. Like 
a swarm of flies, makeshift shacks 
crowd the mouth of the crater, 
wink the pit, teenring with a 
hundred thousand diggers, re- 
sembles a giant ant toil. 

' “I was -working in- a diamond 
mine in Gabon tor eight years 
ami saw * television .programme 
about the Serra Pelada. I im- 
mediately packed my bags and 
left -for the Amazon,” recalls a 
41-year-dd garimpexro, Juvenal 
Leal da Silva, fie arrived five 
with U.S. $115,000 in 
, and today, tjke many 
others on the bald mountain ; he 
is what is known as “hlefe" — 
penniless. He has only found a 
few grains of gold and says, “I 
hope God will help me” ■ — 
perhaps to be as lucky as the man 
who in 1983 found, the biggest- 
ever nugget weighing 623 Hog- 
rammes (he has since bden. mur- 
dered). 

The mountain holds other 
riches besides gold: manganese, 
platinum and cobalt,. but these 
are not exploited. “It drives 
American prospectors mad,” da 
Sflva says with a laugh. Gold, 
gold, gold... A gram is . worth 
U.S. $10, and 20 per cent more 
by tbe time it reaches the big 
Brazilian dries. But not much of 
it does. Dealers, adventurers and - 
foreign businessmen -who come 
incognito fly it out and sell it 
untaxed on foreign ' markets or 
trade it for cocaine in “gold pow- 
der for white powder** deals. 

Illegal exports 

In a bid to stem illegal gold 
ex por t s die . authorities set up the 
“Sara Pelada Mixed' Coopera- 
tive of Garimpeiros” (Comgasp) 
in 1984 aHd gave it sole control 
over the minis. Gold diggers are 
individually affiliated to the coop- 
erative, which sets prices mid sells 
the gold to a private company. 
Says 59-year-old .Manuel Candido 
di Ajuro, the head of Gomgasp: 
“The fact that the mfn« has been 
finned over to the garimpeiros 
and is no longer in the hands of 
private or paranatal companies 
has improved things somewhat: a 
director of one of these com- 
panies was once caught fleeing 
with his suitcases full of pure 
gold.” 

“Yet, few of the garimpeiros 
can even dream of a suitcase full 
of gold. Paddling barefoot in the 
muddy waters of the crater, they 
work? fcfr ' htitirtf ha /fiti 

malaria-bearing mosquitos. Acrid 
yellow dust Mown by fierce winds 
whips their skin and nearly all of 
them suffer from colds, and re- 
spiratory infections as. well as 
.rheumatism and arthritis. Some 
90 per cent come from the neigh- 
bouring states of Maranhao and 
Piaut, the others from Colombia, 
Venezuela and Peru. Says Anto- 
nio Vicenti di Moraes, a young 
doctor who-was parachuted into 
tins inferno of misery four 
months ago: “It is very difficult to 
1 work in these conditions, there is 
no infrastructure, no X-ray facili- 
ties, no laboratories: it is very 

discouraging.” 

. Still, the men . keep digging. 
Everybody on the Serra remem- 
bers Modan Pitz Lopez, who 
found 3 tons of goto m three years 
and one day vanished without a 
trace. “Last year, I found 1.5 kg 
of pure gold,” says Malcolm 
Joseph Neto, a tall, blond 25- 
year-old. “I spent the whole snm- 
merin night dubs in Mexico. “He 
explains that he now spends six 
months a year in the mine and the 
rest blowing away tos money in 
Acapulco or Saint Tropez on the 
French Riviera. 

Here life is a few shops and 
snack bars on tbe main street, 
along with several bflfiard balk. 
There axe not many takers for 
places in the town’s two schools: 
rfriiArg n start- their mining career 
as early as 12. There are also two 
cinemas showing a choice of 
. “Rambo in**' and obscure 
second-rate movies. More often don 
not, they are empty as mineis seek 
other pleasures: women and akohoL 

- Women have. -been 
allowed in die town since 1966, 
and brothels have since 
flourished in which girls as young 
as 14 prostitute themselves. Alco- 
holism is rife. 

“The crime rate is very high,” 
admits Wilson F. Vasconcdos, 
one of the 10 federal policemen 
who are supposed to control the 
aty (their tour of duty lasts a 
maximum of 40 days): “Theft k 
rampant and jeatoosics between 
garimpeiros lead to ruthless vio- 
lence. Last May- 4. people were 
murdered in one night," be adds. 

Though they many have been 
romanticised as adventurers in 
Brazilian literature, today the 
rimpeiros are unpopular, all 
i more so since Brazilians have 
become increasingly concerned 
with the country’s ecology in re- 
cent years. According to Sao 
Panlo-b^ed journalist and writer 
Mario .Lorenzi, who has studied 
the subject closely: “The garim- 
peiros are the first predators of 
the genocide of Brazil, and they 
cause crime, prostitution and 
akahofimt. It is a very serious 
problem.” Also at issue - js the 


£ 



Go back — some day’ 


Standing tall in Brazilian folklore, most of tbe garimpeiros 
(name given to gold minors) live outside tbe law. 


impact on the Amazon Indian 
population who are treated ruth- 
lessly by the gold miners. The 
police do not patrol these remote 
areas, and as a result the law of 
the gun rules. 

“The gold hunters working 
with Comgasp earn between U.S. 
530 and $40 a month,, but they 
have touched gold at least once 
and they can’t do without it. It’s 
like a drug, they go mad,” says 
Julio Mauridb Fflio, 41, who runs 
a small company that worked for 
six months in the Serra crater 
pumping water and mud out. 

When the mine is in full swing, 
some 120,000 diggers scramble 
down into the pit to mend days 
sifting through the mod in search 
of the precious gold. To climb 
back oat, sometimes laden with 
heavy loads, they clamber up 
ladders some 60 to 80 metres 
high. In 1983, 23 diggers were 
crushed to death when a ladder 


gave way; 11 others died in a 
similar accident in 1986. 

But the gold fever seems incur- 
able, and contagious. An esti- 
mated half a min i nn gold hunters, 
many of them landless peasants 
who have been hired into die 
Amazon by the promise of end- 
less riches, are now scattered 
throughout the jungle. They are 
dum ping vast quantities of mer- 
cury into tbe world's largest river 
system; estimates say op to 40 
tens of mercury a year are thrown 
into the streams. Mercury, even 
in minute quantities is known to 
cause cancer and deformities in 
man and is poisonous to fish. 

Typically, miners use a tor- 
ching technique to heat the mer- 
cury, inhale toxic fumes and 
dump the residue into the water, 
from where,” experts say, it gets 
into the food chain. 
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The lethal left hand 


By Jon Feny 

■ • Reuter 

VANCOUVER — A right-hand- 
ed Gmiriisa psychologist sod 
that left-handed . people have 
shorter and far more traumatic 
lives ttmn ri ght- hander*. 

“The macabre condnrion to be 
drawn is that left-banders do not 
stick around as long ,** University 
of British Columbia professor 
Corea said. 

fejXtddyof 1396 
*"’’■* were 
per cent more Hkety to suffer 
senous accidents. 

But that <fid not mean left- 
handed people. Glee artist Pablo 
Picasso and teams player John 
McEnroe, were dumsier. 

“They are certainly not more 
gauche. It’s simply the fact that 
tbe world is a sinister place for 
them, tbe world is very definitely 
set up for right-handers,” be said 
in an interview. 

The results, published in the 
American Journal of Public 
Health, show left-handers 85 per 
emit more likely to have a car 
crash, 54 per cent more likely to 
hurt themselves with tools and 49 
per cent more susceptible to se- 
rious domestic injury. 

His four-year study also found 
that left-handers are 25 per cent 
more apt to suffer work mishaps 
and have a 20 per cent greater 
chance of bring injured wink 
playing sports. 

Corai added that left-handed 
men are at greatest risk when 
behind tbe wheel. 

“A left-handed male is 135 per 


cent more likely to have an acci- 
dent than a right-handed male 
when they're driving a car,” he 
said. 

The high rate of car crashes 
involving left-handed drivers k 
parity ex plaine d by their tenden- 
cy to rake their right hand and 
lower their left when startled, he 
fairi This a n t nma t i r reflex ran 
send them swerving into oncom- 
ing traffic. 

Coren noted that history had 
Alwa ys handed lefties a raw deal. 
“The word', left, cranes from' the 
Critic word, tyft, which means 
weak or broken,” he said. 

He said left-handedness was 
why former President Gerald 
Ford, once a football star, was 
often portrayed as a klutz. 

Coren said earlier studies be 
had done on baseball 
showed righties far outlived 
left-handed counterparts. 

Other surveys showed that 13 
per cent of the population k 
left-handed at the age of 20, but 
only five per cent at the age of 50. 

At 80, only one per cent is 
left-handed, he said. 

Coren said be has a left-handed 
sou who k rather unnerved by his 
father’s findings — as are others. 

“Since publishing my research, 
I’ve got some unpleasant mail. 
Fve also got some very un- 
pleasant phone calls. 

“One man left a message on 
my answering machine. It said: 
‘Yon right-handers drink you live 
longer than us left-handers. But 
won’t, if we kill you all 


you 

first.* 


By John West 

Spedal to the Jordan Times ■ 

EVERY DAY the media carry 
further Lebanese horror stories 
— senseless bombings, mass eva- 
cuation, the man who invests his 
life savings to buy 200 litres of 
water, tbe young girls who drown 
on a boat off the coast — the 
whole sorry picture in Lebanon is 
all too well known. But what of 
the Lebanese outside their coun- 
try? The latest round of fighting 
since March has spurred a larger 
than ever exodus, as ordinary 
people flee militias, ideologies, 
leaders, truces negotiated and 
truces broken, and, grabbing 
what they can take with them, 
dash over the mountains or across 
die sea into exile in other Arab 
countries, Europe, North Amer- 
ica, Australia — anywhere that 
will offer them haven. 

Lebanese residents in Jordan 
number around 8,000, according 
to the embassy. Not surprisingly, 
although there are some 500 m 
Ramtha and Aqaba, the vast bulk 
are in Amman. These numbers 
are swelled by a large flow of 
businessmen, people visiting rela- 
tives, and transit passengers to 
Europe. About 150 families have 
arrived in tbe country since the 
latest outbreak of fighting in 
March. 

Consul Hussein Ramal told the 
Jordan Times that tbe co mmuni ty 
in Jordan was comparatively well 
off “there's no unemployment 
here for example — any 
Lebanese who cranes here is like- 
ly to be well-off." 

Demoralised 

But if the material means to life 
are assured, many Lebanese 
forced to flee their country suffer 
demoralisation. New arrivals feel 
particularly bitter about having 
had to leave after lasting out So 
long ami d the chaos and violence. 

“They destroy your bouse once 
or twice, that’s fine” says Fadia, a 
young professional, “but the 
third time, that's too much.” She 
left Beirut in early March, just 
before tiie current round of fight- 
ing broke out, to visit her sister 
here in Jordan. She brought a 
small suitcase with her intending 
to stay ten days. She has not 
returned. 

“People have no hope any 
more. Since I have been here, I 
have come to think of tbe whole 
14 years. We always had hope — 
there was fighting for months, or 
.even a couple 'oryehr£‘af a time 
and then.jtded.down, and. then it 4 
started again and stopped and so 
on. Yon sever thought of it all as 
one thing — when there was 
fighting you kept your head down 
and when there wasn't you got on 
with your life. But this time k 
different.” 

Tbe Lebanese outside tbe 
country share the pessimism of 
those they left behind. Many 
don’t see the violence as a poh ti- 
dal crisis any more, with causes 
and possible solutions, but as an 
independent mechanism with a 
life force of it's own. 

But although there are now 
more Lebanese outride tbe coun- 
try than inside it, most remain 
strongly attached to their home- 
land. 

“Despite everything, many to the 
Lebanese here sit around and talk 
of going bade right now, even 
with the fighting on,” says Samar, 
who has been here for two years. 
"They get bored.” Visitors to 
Beirut before March confirm 
that, even after 14 years of civil 
war, the Lebanese had retained 
their flair for living. 


One Arab businessman had 
complained that in February be 
found it very difficult to find seats 
in packed restaurants after 10:30 
p.m. Innumerable printing press- 
es were still tenting out dozens of 
newspapers and magazines which 
circulated throughout the Arab 
World, while alt the latest 
fashions could be seen on the 
streets. Up until March 1989, 
Beirut had still retained the core 
of its' famous “Paris of the East” 
identity. 

“The spirit of openness and life 
and freedom was not threatened 
by tiie fighting,'* Samar said. 
“Violence was a part of life but 
living in Lebanon was still good 
on balance.” 

Even the hardships of the civil 
war, with typical Lebanese resili- 
ence, had been countered with a 
grim black humour, often the 
innocent bystander’s only 
weapon. 

“My friend Aiman only had a 
small car — a Renault 5,” Samar 
recalled. “There was a bombing 
one day and he went down to 
help take people to tbe hospital. 
Bur when he tried to push two 
injured into his car, there wasn’t 
enough space — be kept shoving 
tiie bead one of them feather in, 
but the other one’s feet would 
come out tbe other side of the 
car. It was sad but we couldn’t 
help laughing about it.” 


“At the AUB (American Uni- 
versity of Beirut), instead of 
saying ‘see you* when you left a 
friend, we would say ‘stay alive,’" 
she added. "Every time you saw 
someone, even after only five 
minutes, you said ‘al faamdu U- 

llah ’ ala as- salaamah *" (an Arabic 

phrase said after a journey, 
meaning “thank God you are 
safe." 

There is a consensus among 
recent refugees that the latest 
fi ghting has had such an impact 
because daily heavy bombing, 
combined with no petrol, electric- 
ity or water has made life miser- 
able for eveiybody without ex- 
ception. The "it only happens to 
others” motto had kept a lot of 
Lebanese going all through the 
tortuous developments of the 
dvil war. 

"Before, people were coming 
in tridries," said Yassir, a student 
in Loudon. "They would cake it 
step by step — sell their car, bang 
on for a decent price for the 
boose, try and set themselves up 
before they come. Now, they 
don’t care anymore — they go 
where they have family, and 
leave what they can't take with 
them. Their house may be 
bombed and none will buy their 
car anyway.” 

In the rush, people get lost. 

“I used to have many Muslim 
friends before,” says Fadia, a 


Christian, "but now it's so diffi- 
cult to cross the green line, and 
people have to move such a lor. 
Over the course of time you lose 
contacts with friends — good 
friends — just because they live 
on the other ride. Now that I’ve 
been abroad for so long there are 
some I may never see again." 

Of course, tbe Lebanese have a 
long history of migration — large 
waves settled all over North and 
South America at the turn of the 
century, while traders established 
successful communities through- 
out Africa, But the latest leavers 
are very different from the trad- 
era and entrepreneurs of earlier 
times — lack of visa problems 
and work permits thwart the 
Lebanese wherever they turn, 
and they often end up settling for 
any job they can find. 

Hussein Ramal, the consul, 
maintains that most of the 
Lebanese in Jordan are ready to 
go back if there k a definite break 
in the fighting. "We are optimis- 
tic,” he says. “There is no prob- 
lem in the world that does not 
have a solution.” 

Some of his compatriots, 
however, are not so upbeat. 

“I never thought of living out- 
side the country before this 
year,” says Fadia. "But if I do 
make up my mind to. that’s it.” 

"Yes, I will go back,” Moham- 
mad says “...some day." 


AN ORIGINAL AMONG 
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THE FRIENDLIEST NAME 
IN OFFICE AUTOMATION 


FAX 60 
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These days, there are any number of 
facsimile machines that you could bring 
into the office. 

But then, why settle for Just any 
machine? Especially when Ricoh 

facsimiles make such perfect sense. 

Ricoh is a pioneer in the field of 
facsimiles. In fact, Ricoh was the first 
to transmit a document from Tokyo to 
New York in less than a minute. 

Today, our complete line of 

fasrimties offers up-to-the-second 

technology. 

Sophisticated advancements like 
Memory. Auto Dialing and Redialing. 
Muftrpfe Address and Group 
Broadcasting. 

And an are exceptions By friendly lo 
operate. So whatever your business, 
don’t choose just any facsimile. 

Go with an original. 

Ask for a Ricoh. 


FAX 20 


r Dtt ‘Bttsmess tJAiachines Co. 

Jabal AmowikPrlnea Mohammad St. 
SaWam BiNcflng 

Yak 646207 - 693909 Fax: 646207 
P.O. Box 1B4230, Amman • Jordan 
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FAX 70 



For rill your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service. 
Ticketing and 
- Reservation needs, 

please calk 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

- Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7806 

Amman. Jordan 

Td. 604676. 604696 




CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing,- shipping, 
forwarding, sto raging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



THE MANE 
YOU TRUST 
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TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
APPLIANCES 

m 
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Electrolux 



Tbe first & best 
Chinese Restaurant . 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

’• Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Teh 638968 


N 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Taka away anflaWa 

■ Open daily 12:00- 1 £30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

X Tel: 661922 / 


ME 604*71 ^ 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 816214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

S. 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

. Professional ' Quality in 
l Hour Service 

• Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ge’t:- 

*_ JUMBO photo 
sbto 30% torpor 

* Free enlarge* 
umvt 20 x 30 cm 

- V l 

Shirieisani - Opp._ Grind lays 
-Bank. Phone: 604042 
.Swefieb. tel; 823891 


Slide film 
Processing by 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



CMna PaIace RestaubantI 

CAMTOMESE, SICHUAN, 
PUKING, HUNAN STYLE 

Attractive Chinese decorations 
Detenus Chinese rdsm 
All n tlzrin g - no extra charge 
special lapanyaw - eiwrten, beel 4 fish 
with special crispy dock 
Opens 1 1.30 am - 3.30 p.m , 
700p.m. - 1130 pm. 
CIoms Friday 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Wa - >iw y w nt k i 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 630 p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 . 



U/fft 
ft / 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

iaiffipiinr 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.3Q-3.30 pm 
7.30-41 JO pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519, 659520 
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European giants become super giants 


LONDON 0) — General Electric Co. (GEC) of 
| -Britain and Siemens of West Germany said Friday 
they had won control of British electronics and 
. defence eosasponent group Plessey after a takeover 
battle that began last November. 


Tbe deal creates Western 
Europe’s biggest defence and 
electronics business with interests 
■including radar, avionics, tele- 
communications, semiconductors 
land nuclear power plants. 

The success of the hostile £2 
billion ($3 billion) offer was cod' 
-firmed by CEC Siemens PLC, 
‘ the bid vehicle created by the two 
companies, when it announced in 
mid-afternoon in London that it 
bad 50.4 per cent of Plessey. 

_ The bid was now wholly uncon- 
ditional, said a statement from 
GEC Siemens' financial advisers, 
London-based investment banks 
S.G. Warburg and J. Henry 
Schroder Wagg. 

GEC and Siemens have said 
the deal would dear the way for a 
major restructuring of Europe's 
electronics industry to help it 
compete more effectively with 
U.S. and Japanese companies in 
a global market. 

The combined telecommunica- 
tions equipment businesses of 
GEC, Plessey and Siemens will 
be the second-largest in the world 
after American Telephone and 
Telegraph (AT and T), overtak- 
ing French-based Alcatel. 

GEC and Siemens's defence 
electronics businesses, including 
Plessey, together amount to the 
second-largest in Europe after 
France’s Thomson CSF. 

GEC managing director Lord 
Wkriastock, speaking at a news 
conference in London a few 


hours before the bid was declared 
successful, said: 

“I think this (acquisition) is 
very important because its not 
just for itself, bnt the path of this 
whole European industrial 
strategy.” 

The battle has been one of the 
most acrimonious and loag- 
drawn out takeover in British 
corporate history, beset by hur- 
dles set by regulatory bodies and 
the European Community. Ples- 
sey successfully repulsed an early 
solo bid by GEC in 1986. 

We instock said GEC, Britain's 
biggest electronics group, had be- 
come too dominant to be allowed 
much corporate activity on its 
own home ground. “We found a 
way to break out of this strait- 
jacket finally,'* he said. 

Plessey is to be carved up 
under a complex formula agreed 
in long negotiations with the Brit- 
ish government and Britain’s reg- 
ulatory authorities. 

GEC Plessey Telecommunica- 
tions PLC (GPT), a telecom- 
munications equipment firm 
jointly owned by GEC and Ples- 
sey, will be owned 60 per cent by 
GEC and 40 per cent by Siemens 
once the takeover is complete. 
Either GEC or Siemens would 
have the right to buy out the 
other's stake in GPT if there were 
a change of control in either 
company. 

GEC will wholly own Plessey's 
naval systems and avionics 


businesses while Siemens will 
wholly own Plessey's radar and 
defence systems divisions, includ- 
ing militar y communications and 
its related Australian defence 
activities. 

In North America, GEC will 
have full control of Plessey’s Sip* 
pican Inc. anti-submarine warfare 
subsidiary and Canadian defence 
electronics subsidiary Leigh In- 
struments. 

Plessey Electronics Systems 
Coip., formerly the electronic 
systems division of Singer Co., 
will be 75 per cent owned by 
GEC and managed by it. Siemens 
will have 25 per cent. 

GEC and Siemens wQl have a 
joint majority shareholding in- 
Hoskyns PLC, the computer ser- 
vices firm in which Plessey holds 
73 per cent. 

In Boon, West German Econo- 
mics Minister Helmnt Hauss- 
mann Friday said carmaker 
Daimler-Benz could take over 
the Messerschmitt-Boelkow- 
Blohm (MBB) aerospace group, 
creating the country’s biggest de- 
fence concern. 

Bnt he said the deal, slammed 
by critics who say the new group 
will dominate West Germany’s 
defence industry and hold Bonn 
to ransom over weapons con- 
tracts, depended on the two films 
selling off some of their activities 
to protect competition. 

“This derision was difficult,” 
Haussmann told a news confer- 
ence. “I have no guilty conscien- 
ce and Fve thought about it more 
than any other decision in my 
time in office.” 

The ruling was greeted with 
dismay by the opposition Social 
Democrats (£PD) who said it was 


a black day for West Germany’s 
economy and made a mockery of 
laws promoting free competition. 

By allowing Daimler, already 
West Germany’s biggest com- 
pany, to take a majority stake in 
MBB, Haussmann overturned a 
ban on the deal imposed in April 
by the Federal Cartel Office. 

“It is dear that the law against 
competition restrictions, the basic 
principle of our market eco- 
nomy ... does not apply to big 
companies,” SPD economic ex- 
pert Wolfgang Roth told a sepa- 
rate news conference. 

A Daimler spokesman declined 
to say whether the company 
would accept Haussmarm's condi- 
tions. He said D aiml er manage- 
ment board chairman Edzard 
Reuter would make a statement 
Monday. 

Share analysts expect Daimler 
to pay more than one billion 
marks ($500 millibn) for MBB. 
They said Daimler was likely to 
announce a capital rise Monday 
to finance the deal. 

Daimler had previously said it 
would not accept any conditions, 
but share analysts said Hauss- 
mann’s takeover formula was 
bound to have been worked out 
with Daimler in advance. 

MBB said it was “certainly 
surprised by the extent of the 
intervention,” especially at the 
ruling that it had to sell its guided 
missile, and marine technology 
activities. 

The takeover will give Daimler 
interests in all sectors of the 
defence industry ranging from 
missiles, radars, aero-engines, 
helicopters, fighters and trans- 
port planes. 

“The merger with MBB will 
allow Daimler to emerge as a 


F viT i"F 
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leads Argentina to recovery 


3?7^WCS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
monthly inflation rate 
plunged in August, raising hopes 
tbi-i after just two months in 
o£jcc President Carlos Menem 
hc5 pushed his country back on 
tfra road to economic recovery. 

“At last they (the- authorities) 
are doing something. They are on 
tbs right track,” a senior foreign 
banker said after official figures 
shewed the rate of increase in the 
cost of liring had tumbled to 37.9 
per cent in August from a record 
196.6 per cent in July. 

“The government is on the 
coarse and if it reduces its 
deacit and tightens its expendi- 
tures economic recovery could 
come as soon as January or 
February,” independent econom- 
ist RadoHb Rossi said. 

The austerity programme laun- 
ched when Menem took office 
hss woe widespread support from 


industry, farmers and bankers. 

It included an agreement on 
prices with industry and wage 
controls — reflected in the fall m 
monthly inflati on — stiff in- 
creases on utilities charged and 
petrol prices and plans to priva- 
tise loss-making state companies 
and suspend subsidies for private 
enterprises in order to cut a mas- 
sive fiscal deficit. 

“If Menem fulfils all his prom- 
ises we could be in for a real 
boom,” said one businessman 
finked to the farm sector. 

Menem, who led the Peronists 
to a landslide victory over former 
president Raul Alfonsin’s Radic- 
als .in. an early election in May, 
has forecast inflation will fell to 
under 10 per cent in September 
and 15 per cent on an annual 
basis in 1990. 

But officials are- wary of declar- 
ing die battle woo. 


“Hyperinflation is still just 
around the corner,” Economic 
Coordination Secretary Orlando 
Ferrer es said last week. 

Alfonsin’s final months u 
office were characterised by ram- 
pant inflation, rising unemploy- 
ment, exchange market instabil- 
ity, and soaring interest rates. 

In June, driven by economic 
and social chaos, thousands of 
hungry slum-dwellers went on a 
rampage of supermarket lootings 
in winch 16 people were killed 
and hundreds were injured. 

Menem’s government weighed 
in the following month with its 
austerity package, winning a posi- 
tive response from financial mar- 
kets. Stock prices rose 60 per cent 
in the past two months, interest 
rates tumbled and black market 
foreign exchange premiums for 
dollars have disappeared. 

Businessmen have welcomed 


plans to privatise the state tele- 
phone company, television sta- 
tions, parts of the railway system 
and other loss-making public sec- 
tor enterprises. 

Ferre res said state spending 
cuts should save the equivalent of 
four per cent of gross domestic 
product next year while revamp- 
ing taxes would swell public cof- 
fers by nine per cent. 

Menem’s economic program- 
me is likely to win support from 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and bring Argentina, 
which has paid virtually no in- 
terest on its $60 billion foreign 
debt for 16 months, back to the 
-intemattnal financial fold. 

Economy Minister Nestor 
Rapanelli said last week be ex- 
pected to sign with the IMF later 
tins month a letter of intent which 
would set out agreed economic 
targets and policies. 


Tehran opens international channels 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — A 
member of tarn’s highest judicial 
body Friday backed moves to 
seek aid “at the intemtional 
level” to restore Iran’s war-bat- 
tered economy. 

The comments by Ayatollah 
Mohammad Emami Kashani 
were in line with moves by newly 
elected President Hasbemi Raf- 
samjani to rebuild the economy 
and his a&ezzzpcs to improve rela- 
tions with the West. 

“The revolution's principles as 
well as tile ‘neither East-nor- 
West’ policy should be preserved, 
Kashani told worshippers during 
the weekly prayer meeting at the 
Tehran University. 

“But tins does not contradict 
endeavours at the international 
level to recover the country’s sick 
economy,” he added in his ser- 
mon, quoted by the .official Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA). 

Kashani is a member of the 
Council of Guardians, a 12-mem- 
ber watchdog, body set up by 
Ayatollah Rubollah Khomeini to 
ensure that all legislation con- 
forms to Islamic tenets. 

It is do miniated by conserva- 
tives whd favour the private-sec- 
tor and it frequently blocked leg- 
islation by the previous govern- 
-ment that aimed at tightening 
government control over the eco- 
nomy. 

There have been mixed signals 
from Iran as to the extent of 
foreign help it wants. Foreign 
■ Minister Ah Akbar Velayati was 
quoted Thursday by Tehran radio 
as saying Iran, because of its 
plentiful ofl and gas reserves, did 
cot need foreign investment. 

However, Iran and Turkey 
have signed an agreement to 
build a gas-fuelled electric power 


station in Iran, Iranian Energy 
Minister Bijan Namdar Zan- 
ganeh said Friday, according to 
an IRNA report 

Zanganeh said a memorandum 
of understanding on joint con- 
struction of the 1,000-megawatt 
plant was inked during a visit to 
Istanbul last week. 

Iran also has signed a series of 
agreements with the Soviet Un- 
ion under which Moscow wfll 
help in Iranian reconstruction, 
while Iran is to supply natural gas 
to the Soviets. 

Tehran also is seeking to im- 
prove relations with its Gulf 
neighbours, including pro-West- 
ern Saudi Arabia, the financial 

powerhouse of the region. 

In his comments earned by the 
IRNA and monitored in Cyprus, 
Kashani did not elaborate on the 
size or type of international 
assistance ban might seek. 

Iran badly needs modem tech- 
nology to rebuild its oil and pet- 
rochemical industries that were 
ravaged by the eight-year Inm- 
Iraq war, and much of that mil 
crane from the West. 

Economists outside Iran say 
much of the financing for such 
reconstruction will have to come 
from the West, making borrow- 
ing of foreign currency or direct 
foreign investment in tarn inevit- 
able. 

Iran's cash reserves are low, 
estimated by the Bank of Interna- 
tional Settlements at no more 
than $4.75 billion. 

Revolutionary Iran has until 
now shied away from any reliance 
on foreign lenders. Long-term 
debt is estimated at $500 million, 
low by international standards, 
although short-term credit liabili- 
ties are estimated as $4 billion to 
$5 billion. 


. The election of Rafsanjani, 
who heads a “pragmatist” camp 
that has stressed economic recon- 
struction, has raised expectations 
in tarn of an improvement in the 
economy. 

Rafsanjani has said factories 


are running at only 30 to 40 per 
cent of their capacity due to 
shortages of raw materials and 
other problems. 

Iran also suffers from runaway 
inflation. Officially the rate was 
28 per cent for the past yea^ ’ 



major player in the defence and 
aerospace field,” said Alexander 
Magona, as analyst at Banqne 
Paribas in London. 

Daimler has annual sales of 
73.5 bflfion marks (536-5 billion). 
MBB, West Germany’s hugest 
aerospace concern, has turnover 
of about seven bilhon marks ($3.5 
billion). 

Hanssmann’s Liberal Free 
Democrats (FDP) supported his 
decision despite initial opposition 
from some members who felt the 
merger went against the party's 
free market policies. 

“On the whole his derision is 
balanced and justified. Whoever 
advises that the project should be 
forbidden must name alterna- 
tives. There is no alternative,” a 
statement from FDP leader. Otto 
Lambsdorff said. 

Haussmann said the main 
reason for the deal was Bonn’s 
wish to cut state subsidies paid to 
loss-making European consor- 
tium Airbus Industrie in which 
MBB has a 38 per cent share. 

“The general economic advan- 
tages of the deal and the public 
interest were in the forefront,” 
Ha ussmann said. “The taxpayers’ 
burden over Airbus will be re- 
duced by up to five billion marks 
($2.5 billion).” 

The main condition Hauss- 
mann imposed on the deal was 
that Daimler most take fell re- 
sponsibility for Airbus by the end 
of 1996 instead of in 1999 as 
originally planned. 

MBB must also sell its 12-5 per 
cent stake in tank-maker Krauss- 
MaffeL 

Neither MBB nor Daimler will 
be allowed representation on the 
boards of other companies in the 
defence sector. 


Give banks 
tax breaks’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
proposal to cut taxes for banks 
that reduce the debts owed to 
them by Third World countries 
has emerged from an internation- 
al study. 

Much of the $13 trillion debt is 
•owed to commercial banks. 
Third World leaders «wnplm» 
that because of the payments they 
make, they are losing $25 to $30 
billion a year to richer countries. 
They see the outflow as a major 
treason why their low living stan- 
dards have been declining farther 
through the 1980s. 

European banks already get a 
tax advantage when they set aside 
reserves to meet prospective los- 
ses on Third World banks, said 
Stephany Griffith- Jones, a for- 
mer senior official at the Central 
Bank of Chile. But she added 
that advantage gives them no 
incentive actually to reduce the 
debt. 

Tn fact I have heard, both in 
London and in Germany that 
some banks are apparently saying 
they don’t want to take the Mex- 
ican deal because it would imply 
raaly 35 per cent debt reduction 
and they already (set aside re- 
serves) for 50 per cent, so they 
would actually Cose tax,” she told 
reporters. 

Griffith-Jones said the tax be- 
nefit should be withdrawn from 
banks that fail to join in debt 
reduction. 

She was referring to the plan 
worked out in July by Mexico and 
creditor banks, under the propos- 
al of U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady. 
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Weekly Amman Financial Marie** 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The loBo*mg table summarises trad 
Saturday Sept. 2, W and ent&g Wednesday Sept, o. 


Banking and financial 



Industrial Devctopment Bank .............. 

I damirBwA 

Jordan Kuwait Bank — 

Housing Bank — — - 

Arab Jradanlnvestiiiait Bank .......... — - — 



Bank of Jordan ...... — 

Arab Bank ... 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development 

Jordan Investment and Finance Corporation .. 

Finance and Credit Corporation 

National Fmancid Investments .. — ....... 

National Poitfbtio Securities ............ — ....... 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) .. — . — 

Jordan Securities Corporation .... — 

Real Estate ImiancingCOTporatiou 

Beit A1 Mai Saving & Investment for Housing 


254050 

419083 

1.640 

312 

733 

2 J 00 

4526 

6073 

1.350 

8150 

14735 

1.800 

150 

345 

2300 

2864 

42038 

14.800 

3690 

714723 

193300 

23575 

60127 

2530 

1299 

3584 

2.770 

_ 

— 

— 

21331 

48933 

2390 

16454 

25070 

1.510 

26559 

63469 

2.390 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 





— 


14.700 

194.000 

2350 


Middle East Insurance ............ 

Jordan French Insurance 

KEFCOlife Insurance .............................. 

Jordan Insurance ......... — ........ — 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance ....... .......... 

Holy Land Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Arab Union International 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan-Gutf Insurance 

General Arabia Insurance 

National AhKyt Ins uran ce 


Umtedlmurance 


General Investments 

Timtn for Investment and Financial Faafities . 


Real Estate Inves t ment (Aqarco) ... 
Jordan Gulf Real Estate Investment 
Jordan Leasing Corporation 


International Contracting & Investment — ... 

Jordanian Electric Power --- 

Irfaid District Electricity ... : 

Arab International Hotels ... — 

Hotels and Tourism ........ — 

United Middle East and Commodore Hotels.. 

Garage Owners Federation Office ..... — ... — ... 

Jordan National Shipping Lines ..... — 

Jordan Press Foundation 

Jordan Press and Publishing ._ 

DarAlShaab Press, Printing and Publishing 

Jordan Dairy 

A rah Pharmaceutical I*«nnhrtnring 

Intermediate P e trochemical Industries 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural (Intaj) .... 
Arab Cbetnkal Detergent Industries — ............. 

Jordan Kuwait for Agpcnltnral Products 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing 

Ala Aim TnH mrt riea ............. 

Awh Ahimininm Manufa cturing ....................... 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Chemical Industries 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) . — 

Dar A1 Dawa’ for Development and Investment .... 

National Steel Industries 

Universal Chemical Industries 

General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

Jordan Lime A Bride 

National Industries 

Arab Paper Converting and Trading 

Arab Investment and International Trade — 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWICO) 

livestock and Poctay 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

Rafia Industrial Era- Plastic Bags 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard 

Jordan Rockwool Ind u stries 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Hnneh Mineral — ...... 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory 

Wooten Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarette 1 — 

Mas Industries . 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals A Chemicals 


279250 

600187 

2300 

2.110 

___ 




7875 

22738 

2.880 

2380 

3375 

3920 

1230 

1.170 

— 

— 

— 

— 





— 

— 

2500 

3770 

1.520 

1520 





— 

— 

5850 

10075 

1.720 

1.710 

19509 

27890 

1.410 . 

1.420 

— 

— 

— 

— 



__ 

— 

— 

12250 

117863 

1.000 

1.050 









_ 

— 

— 

— 

317164 

327157 

1.080 

1340 

8995 

5686 

0.640 

0.630 

92000 

32810 

0370 

0350 




— 

— 

34350 

5496 

0.650 

0.660 

47778 

16076 

0310 

0.860 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2955 

4303 

1.460 

1.450 

_ 



— 

— 

732910 

1218319 

1.600 

1.690 






150 

675 

4.500 

4300 

176814 

265462 

1340 

1.540 

— 

“ 

z 



11043 

55196 

273821 

12550 

1606 

3500 


13301 

50 

237578 

U 994 

21390 

65070 

200 

19731 

18250 


12147 

254773 

683622 

57681 

2549 

18593 


33255 

125 

346400 

37669 

48906 

226989 

410 

117201 

2373 


Jordan SphuringA Weaving 

Jordan Sulpfao Chemteals 

Jordan Cement Factories 

Jordan Glass Industries 

Jordan Precast Concrete Industry 


Grand total 


1000 

430 

0.430 

0.430 

- 27270 

14528 

0350 

0330 

■ 18200 

52678 

2.800 

2.900 

• 14400 

35383 

2.350 

2.540 

7120 

39941 

5.400 

5.820 

- 429960 

627475 

1360 

1310 

— L 


— 

— 

: n 

— 

— 

— 

150 

615 

4.250 

4.100 

367 

6790 

18.750 

18.500 

• __ 

— 

— 

-— 

- 191208 

434070 

2350 

2370 

• 41421 

ZZ 6945 

2.700 

2.830 

■ 364520 

699832 

1300 

1.990 

- 88768 

176569 

1.970 

2.030 

■ 48174 

47737 

0.970 

1.000 

• 27025 

28651 

1.100 

1.050 

■ 38143 

25397 

0.660 

0.660 

4 , 291,616 

8318,095 




IF YOU RE GOING TO BE 
IN A RACE, ALWAVS EAT 
SOMETHING THAT SWIMS FAST 












orts 
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McEnroe wins another 
Grand Slam title 

NEW YORK (AP) — John McEnroe won his first. Grand Siam 
tennis tide since 1984, sharing the men’s doubles tide at theU.S. 
Open with Mack Woodforde by defeating Ken Flach and Robert 
feffgo 6-4> 4-6, 6-3, Ml McEnroe, a four-time Open singles 
«unq»on } bad won this tournament's doubles crown three times 
with Peter Fleming, his partner for a grand prix record 57 doubles 
tides. He joifisJohn Newcombe as the only in the open era to 

wm this tournament’s doubles crowns with different partners. The 
victory Friday was dm 73rd doubles tide for McEnroe and third 
with Woodforde, tbe 23-year- Australian w ho Kim out of 

the U.S. Open shades oompetitioniastyear . 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
. mm Ttam MK&i SarvicM toe. 

RESPECT THE LADY 

Neither vulnerable'. South deals, qucocc, uu 

NORTH about what 

4Q73 Since be had 

^ Q J 7 1 clubs, that s 

■. 9 K 5 4 for three tiu 

■ 652 the suit, the 

EAST be 3-2, and I 

JU92 * 654 le the suit wi 

U 6 S 4 9 9 8 king and tb» 

J832 0 Q 10 9 7 Had each 

Q ■ * J 10 8 4 a low dub « 


WEST EAST 

4 J 1* 9 2 * 654 

9 Uf S4 9 98 

0 J 8 3 2 0 Q 10 9 7 

* Q * J 10 8 4 

SOUTH 
4 A K 8 
9 AI3 
0 A 6 
• A K 973 
Tbe bidding: 

South West North East 

3 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 

Pan Pass 

Opening lead: Jack of 4 

Some card combinations offer no 
choice — you can play them only one 
way. Others present interesting op- 
tions, depending on what cards ap- 
pear on. the early tricks. 

The bidding was short and accu- 
rate. South’s ope nin g bod of three 
no trump showed 25-27 points and 
a balanced hand, and North made 
the value bid. 

West led the top of his spade se- 


quence, and there was no doubt 
about what declarer had to do. 
Since be had nine winners outside af 
dubs, that- suit had to be developed 
for three tricks. With eight cards in 
the suit, the expected break would 
be 3-2, and tbe normal way to tack- 
le the suit would be to cash tbe ace- 
king and then give up a trick. 

Had each defender followed with 
a low dub when declarer cashed the 
lting at trick two, that's exactly how 
he should have proceeded. But when 
West dropped the queen, a new tac- 
tic was called for. Declarer crossed- 
to dummy and led a club toward his 
hand. When East produced the 
eight, declarer covered with the 
nine. 

That was a perfect safety play. If 
West won the trick, that meant the 
suit was dividing 3-2 aQ along and 
the ace would pick np the outstand- 
ing chib on the next round. But 
when West showed out and the nine 
won, declarer then had all the chib 
tricks he needed to fulfill his 
contract. 

We can’t stress this point often 
enough: Pay attention to what cards 
yonr opponents platy to nay trick. 
Each one of them tells a story. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Canon Righter Foundation 

G ENERAL TENDEN- before proceeding with a buri- 
C3ES: Having | ‘ frtw " in your new venture . fatMiM imnnwi 
life is the renin of lomt planned gift that will delight your 
determination, and cmninatiDg attachment. 
confusion that existed. Crane to erromrv rw* i~ 


a meeting of the minds with 
associates and business part- 
ners. 

AiUES.* listen to suggestions of 
your money associates where 
business problems are in- 
volved. Continue attempting to 
get more benefits from . your 
usual activities.. .... ^ 


before proceeding with a busi- 
ness venture. Get some unusual 
gift that will delight your 
attac hm en t 

SCORPIO; Don't be discoor- 
aged yon are not getting busi- 
ness results more quickly. Join 
with several friends in a lesson 
in 6*ip"g a charitab le venture. 
SAGITARIU& A dday which 
annoys you, in a business mat- 
ter. will work out to your be- 
nefit. Put more enmfar t and 
colour that yon yearn for into 


younger friends to recreations 
with members of your family. 
LEO: You are about u> have 
some changes in your routine 
activities so be on the dot. Get 
your badness affaire in good 
order instead of yielding to 
temptatio ns to go on a s pe nmo g 
spree. . 

VIRGO: Go along more har- 
moniously with die desires of 
vour business contacts. Return-, 
mg to former happy rites with 
yon at t a c hment rekindles your 
romance. 

i .tbrA ; You need more facts 


. voor hordfc. - ■- 

TAURUS: Through a under- WTrmtnrntwi 't tK 
standing friend yoa are able to 

advance yoor social activities. j?°r£ ![*”-» ft??? * 

A most happy influence should it fit s mlo year rifeire. 

prevail at yonr home, especially 

n you Mitertwtn there. teresting outride events. 

GEMINI: Go with influential 
friends that they recommend 

for your social pleasures. You now mate defi nite p la ns to lake 

can get info r ma tion that will 

mrasv.add.ro your. piodne- S^^wSe'E^ 

. finances are concerned. 

nSCES: Work activities ibonld 
fjollowujg instructions ot an nn- n - - r n , 

portent person is your way to ^ better than ever for 


ten better organised at home 
will relieve everyone. 

Today's CMrt: If your child is 
bom tioday it is more than fikdy 
that he or die will find it diffi- 
cult to kam avenge, everyday 
lesson* while completely com- 
prehending complex matters 
that require a great deal of 
study and analysis ~by others. 
They will be very selective in 
aqmring a mate and won’t mar- 
ry until later in fife. 

“The stare impeL They do 
not compel.” What you make 
of your life is largely up to you. 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


MARADONA’S RETURN DELAYED AGAIN: A repentant 
Diego Maradona said on Friday it was unlikely In would be ready 
for N apofi’s Italian league match on Sunday but that he conld be 
available for his side’s UEFA cup tie against sporting Lisbon next 
week. After a light workout lasting 40 minutes, Maradona told 
reporters he would not be on the substitutes' bench at Verona on 
Sunday but added “I don't rule out anything for Lisbon. It’s 
certainly my intention to play as soon as possible, not least 
because I think that playing is the best form oftraimog,” be said. 

THOUSANDS PAY TRIBUTE AT SCIREA: Fifteen 
thousand fans and dozens of Italy’s top soccer personalities 
attended an emotional funeral on Friday for spotting hero 
Gaetano Sdrea, killed in a car crash in Poland last weekend. 
Thoasandsof fans crammed against crash barriers outside a Turin 
cimreh near Scirea’s home and Mowed Che service for the former 
Italian and Juventns captain on loudspeakers. KBs number six 
Inventus d efe nder's shirt was placed in front of the flower- 
bedecked coffin inside the church. The service was attended by 
die Juventns team and many of Sdrea's companions from the 
1982 Italian side which won the World Cup. Sdrea, 36, one of the 
most popular and successful players in Italian football, retired 
from competiti ve soccer in 1988 after winning 78 national caps in 
his 14-year career with Inventus. 

FISA AWARDS CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1983, INDIANAPO- 
LIS 1994 RACES: The International Rowing Federation (FISA) 
Friday voted to have Chechoslovakia host the world rowing 
thampfonririps in 1993, with Indianapolis the venue in 1994 and 
Tampere, Finland in 1995. The Czechoslovak town of Roudnice 
won 62 votes more titan tbe Belgian dty of Hazelwinkel , the only 
other candidate for 1993. Voting on the 1984 venue went three 
rounds before Indianapolis beat out Tampere, which was then 
awarded the 1995 championships in a final 50-45 vote over 
Monkh, West Germany. 

SUDAN BEATS ALGERIA 1-0: A first-half goal by Ahmed 
Brush led the Sudanese champfan AJ Monrada to a 1-0 victory 
over Algeria's Monloodia Oran Friday in the first leg of the 
African cup of champ ions quarterfinal. Braish's goal bum in the 
30th minute of the half- The Sudanese team had chances for two 
more goals lata in the second half bat miewi both, a shot -by 
Braish sailing just over the Algerian goal in the 42nd minute. 
Sudan's A1 Monrada reached the enp of champion s quarterfinals 
after beating the winners from Egypt and Kenya. The Algerians 
advanced trail victories over the Tnmsian and Libyan winners, 
tire Libyan match by default after Libya withdrew. 

CLUBS WONT BE READMITTED UNLESS CON- 
VICTED HOOUdANS KEPT BACK: English dubs will not 
be readmitted to European soccer tournaments unless the 


I 


Football Associations, said British government plans to restrain 
only those fans couvmcted for hooliganism after the ban on 
RngKrii dubs is lifted do not fulfill UEFA’s conditions. Inter- 
viewed by the Zurich newspaper Tages-Anzeiger, Aigner noted 
that UEFA’s April decision to readmit the dnbs in the 1990-91 
season is conditional on the government’s backing the application 
and pledging full observance of a European convention against 
violence, which stipulates control of traveling fans. 

ENGLISH SOCCER GAME IN HOLLAND CALLED OFF: 

Tim English Football Association voted Friday to cancel a trip by 
the national soccer t«*m to the Netherlands in December because 
of a fear of ho oliganism . The decision came one day after the 
British government had asked the FA to call off tbe match and 
two days after English hooliganism re-emerged during a World 
Cup match in Sweden. The FA said members of its executive 
committe e, who were canvassed by telephone, voted unanimously 
tojcap.off the cphrbrtion matefa set for Dec. 13 fo Rotterdam, 


A Canadian consulting firm is looking for 75 to 100m 2 of 
modem office space in the Shmeisani area to rent on an 
annual basis. 

Please contact Tel. 999784 after 2:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

INZARKA 

A newly-built villa consisting of 3 bedrooms, large salon with 
dining room, modem large, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, telephone, 
garden and garage. 

Location: New Zarka district 

Fore more details please call Tel. 987238, Amman. 




CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 

Renault 30TS V6 
1979. Good condition. 

Telephone 671125 



TO LET 

A deluxe building consisting of 9 flats. Each fiat consists of 3 
bedrooms, living, sitting rooms and centrally heated. 

Rent JD 3,000 negotiable. 

Located at Mecca Street opposite Mojama' Jaber Commercial 
Centre. 

Please call 678617 from 8 a-m. - 1 p.m. and from 3 p.m. - 8 
pjn. Sunday and Monday. 


Modern Fomofaiied Apartments 

* Three bedrooms, fr Two bedrooms * One bedroom — Fully 
furnished fr C.H. * Telephones. 

Location: JabaJ Amman between 3rd and 4th circles ir Shmeisa- 
ni near Birds Garden. 

Tel. 641443 - 642351 - 687882 


Campaigners clash over Johnson ban 


By Andrew Warshaw 

tbe Associated Press 

BARCELONA, Spain — Two of 
tbe most outspoken anti-doping 
campaigners in world track and 
field dashed Friday over the stiff 
penalties imposed on Canadian 
sprinter Ben Johnson for taking 


World 800-metre record holder 
Sebastian Coe praised the sport's 
international governing body for 
st rip p in g Johnson of his world 
records, titles and medals. 

But professor Arnold Beckett, 
one of tbe pioneers of the cam- 
paign to rid track and field of 
dings, said the punishments 
meted oat retro-actively to John- 
son were nnfair and illegal 
Johnson tested positive for 
anabolic steroids at last year’s 
Seoul Olympic games, was strip- 
ped of his 100-metre gold medal 
and was suspended for two years. 

Earlier tins week, the Interna- 
tional Amateur Athletic Federa- 
tion’s congress hit the Canadian 
runner even harder, taking away 
his world records, titles and med- 
als as part of a sweeping crack- 
down on drug offenders. 

Coe, a two-time Olympic 
1,500-metre champion and a 
member of the International 
Olympic Committee’s athletes 
commission, said Johnson de- 
served everything be got. 

“The IAAF has to be right,” 
said Coe, in Barcelona to com- 
pete for Britain in the World Cup 
that begun Friday. “If you have a 
guy who knowingly breaks the 
rules... the views of the goodies 
cannot be upheld.” 

But Peeke tt, a member of tike 
medical committees of both tbe 
IAAF and the IOC, said stripping 
Johnson of all his achievements 
was against the law. 

“This may come as a surprise 
but I'm not in total agreement 
with some people over this,” 
Beckett said. “You cannot act 
against natural justice. I am not a 
s u ppor t er of Johnson but I sup- 
port natural justice.” 

Coe said Johnson's admission 
before a Canadian inquiry that he 
was talcing drugs as fin hart- as 
1981 vindicated the IAAF. 

“That covers tbe period he has 
been punished for,” Coe said. 
“What he did is against the rales, 
tbe ethics of sport and it's bloody 
cheating. You are either in the 
war or you are not.” 

Coe, who announces next week 
when he plans to retire, said he 
felt Johnson should have been 
hamrat for life. 

“I think ' first-time offenders 
should be out completely,” he 


said. “But I know this is not a 
popular view within the IOC.“ 
Speaking at a media sympo- 
sium on doping, Beckett said 
Johnson was made a scapegoat by 
the IAAF, and an illegal one. 

“Johnson was facing an inquiry 
to give evidence,” the veteran 
Briton said.” He confessed under 
a procedure in which perjury 
could have sent him to prison. 
Who else has been subject to the 
same conditions?” 

Beckett said using the Johnson 
case as an example to other 
athletes was immoral. 

‘Tm not saying be was unfairly 
treated by the IOC but for the 
IAAF to punish him retrospec- 
tively when there was no rule in 
force at the time... It is not 
consistent with natural justice. 

“Taking an individual case and 
trying to turn it into & general rule 
is dangerous. If you make an 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
-FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or . 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun- and many other 
location^. 

For metre Information 
please call , 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

Each consisting of 2 bedrooms and facilities. The furniture 
is excellent. 

Location: Fifth Circle — Jabal Amman. 

Telephone 818914 from 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 




OVER 1000 NEW TITLES 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Jordan Book Centre 


FOR RENT 

Furnished roof, 3 bedrooms, large L salon, excellent 
furnished with fancy terrace, telephone, central 
heating and air-conditioned. 

7th Circle — behind Al Waha Stores. 

Tel. 822559 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m.. 

For today only 


NOTICE 

The Embassy of Chile informs that from September 1 1 
until 13 its offices will remain closed. 

The embassy will neopen on September 14, at its new 
location: 

Suez Street, Nr. 73 

P.O. Box 1845, Abdoun — Amman. 


example of someone without con- 
sideration to the full consequ- 
ences... 

“In a situation where one man 
is forced to talk and nobody else 
is, it’s not fair.” 

Beckett said the IAAFs deci- 
sion earlier this week to introduce 
out-of-competition random test- 
ing was “a major step forward” in 
tite war against drugs. 

But he said he was pessimistic 
about eradicating the problem 
unless sportsmen and women 
were re-educated about the dan- 
gers. 

“We all want to eliminate this 
evil,” he said. “But unless we 
change the concept that you must 
use drugs to achieve success... 
Fm pessimistic that we can stop 
fhi». chain.” 

Beckett said there were still 
loop-holes thwarting the anti- 
drugs campaign, such as replacing 
steroids with naturally produced 
performance-enhancing subst- 
ances not banned by the IOC or 
IAAF. 


‘It is well known that people 
try to beat tests by replacing 
steroids with human growth hor- 
mone (HGH), which is not ban- 
ned. Sport is going to be in an 
increasingly difficult situation if 
we rely solely on testing as a 
means of moving ahead.' 

He warned that even tbe most 
sohisticatcd testing could not for 
ever stay ahead of tbe drug-user- 

“Testing win be increasingly 
eroded... in a few years, it win be 
overwhelmed by new things like 
human growth hormone-releas- 
ing synthetics coming on the mar- 
ket,” Beckett said. 

He said parents had a responsi- 
bility to teach their children that 
sport was dean and wholesome, 
not a means of instant fin a ncial 
success. 

“We must change the image of 
sports and the attitudes of pa- 
rents,” Beckett said. “But how 
do you do it? We have only dealt 
with the tip of the iceberg so far. 

“No-one is dealing with the 
iceberg itself." 


American League Roundup 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Baltimore Orioles found a way to keep 
sp with the red-hot Toronto Blue Jays Thursday night: Win two 
while the Blue Jays were only winning one. 

While the Blue Jays were beating Cleveland 12-4, the Orioles 
took a doubleheader from the Texas Rangers, 8-3 and 9-6, to 
make thing s tighter in the American League East race. 

That moved the Orioles within 1 Vi games of the front-running 
Blue Jays in the sizzling East race. 

Elsewhere, the Milwaukee Brewers beat tbe California Angels 
7-1 and the New Yorjc Yankees edged tbe Seattle Mariners 6-4. 

The Orioles did it the hard way, beating Nolan Ryan in tbe first 
gwfpw and then whipping the Rangers in the second game in the 
doubleheader at Texas. 

They continued their mastery over the Rangers' ace right- 
hander, beating him for fee third time in three meetings tins 
season and the ninth straight time overall. 

“They’ve hjad my number,” Ryan said. “It's aggravating. For 
some reason I haven't had good command of my pitches against 
them. They don't swing at bad pitches and in tight situations when 
I make good pitches, they foul them off. They've given me trouble 
all year and I don’t know why.” 

The Rangers used a dub-record 23 players, including six 
pitchers. 

Blue Jays 12, Indians 4 

George Bell hit a three-run double and Lloyd Moseby had 
three hits including a leadoff home run as fee Toronto Blue Jays 
beat the Cleveland Indians 12-4. 

Toronto won its fourth straight and its ninth in the last 10, 
moving 15 games above .500 for fee first time tins year. The Blue 
Jays have led fee American League East since Sept. 1 and are 
66-39 since Gto Gaston replaced Jimy Williams as manager in ■ 
May. 

Brewers 7, Angels 1 

Tom Filer held California to four hits and an unearned run in 
eight inning * and Glenn Braggs collected three hits, including a 
homer, as the Milwaukee Brewers beat the Angels 7-1. 

The Brewers simplified Filer's job by breaking out for the five 
runs before he had to make his first pitch. Milwaukee jumped 
Mike Witt, 8-13, for six hits in taking a 54) lead in the first inning. 

Ffien, 6-3, struck out two and walked one before Tony Fossas 
pitched the ninth, completing a combined five-hitter. 

Yankees 6, Mariners 4 

Don Mattingly’ 5 two-run single keyed a six-run rally in tbe 
eighth inning as the New York Yankees came back to beat the 
Seattle Mariners 6-4 for their eighth straight victory. 

The Mariners held a 3-0 lead before the Yankees rallied in the 
eighth for their winning runs. Mattingly’s hit wife two outbroke a 
3-3 tie and Steve Balbom followed wife a sacrifice fly for fee 
Yankees' sixth run. 

Rich Gossage, 1-0, pitched one-third of an inning in fee seventh 
to earn his first American League win since Oct. 1, 1983. 

Reliever Mike Schooler, 1-6, was the loser. 





Cinema 




Tel: 677420 


Kenneth David 
& Brenda Bakke 
in 


Performances: 3-J0, 6:30. &30. Ifc30 p.m 


^/Cinema R ™ : 67557iV 

| ^ Cinema ™ : 677420>S J 

A NIGHT ON THE TOWN 


SWIM TEAM 

^ Shows: 3 JO. &30, 830. Ifc30 ^ 


^ Shows: 1230, 330, 5:1 5, &30, 8 JO, 10-.30 A 
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GUN LAW... two riot poficanen armed with shotguns take aim at protesters during a dash at 
a township near Cape Town. 


3 killed in S. African 
mine clash after strike 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— Security men shot and killed 
three workers in a clash Friday 
night at a gold mine where there 
was a stayaway protest against 
South Africa’s general election, 
the manageme nt said. 

General Mining Union Carp 
Ltd (Gencor) said the security 
staff opened fire after being 
attacked by a crowd armed, with 
knives and machetes. Eight 
others were wounded and three 
security men were hart. 

The security men tried to dis- 
perse the crowd peacefully, “but 
at last had to fire on the crowd to 
protect themselves,” Gencor 
said. 

Kinross, 100 kilometres east of 
Johannesburg, was one of the few 
South African gold mines where 
the workforce stayed away in 
support of a two-day nationwide 
protest by black workers against 
the exclusion of the country's 
black majority from Wednesday’s 
election. 

The anti-election protests led 
to dashes in the Cape Town area 
between demonstrators and 


police Wednesday, during which 
anti-apartheid leaders say more 
than 20 black and coloured 
(mixed-race) people, including 
children, were killed and scores 
wounded by police. 

Anglican Archbishop De- 
smond Tutu and reformed church 
leader Allan Boesak have 
announced they will lead an illeg- 
al protest march on parliament 
next Wednesday. A five-day 
period of mourning for the Cape 
Town dead has bear declared for 
next week. 

Law and Order Minister 
Adriaan Vlok has given a figure 
of 15 dead in Cape Town and said 
10 of them were killed in a faction 
fight. He has denied allegations 
of police brutality. 

On Saturday a Cape town 
police lieutenant who publicly de- 
nounced a police riot squad as 
“wild dogs” for their actions dur- 
ing the protest, said his superiors 
were not taking his comments 
seriously although they had 
promised to investigate. 

Defying orders not to talk to 
the press, Gregory Rockman told 


55 perish in Norwegian 
plane crash in North Sea 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — A charter plane carrying 
Norwegian shipping officials to a 
.ship’s christening in West Ger- 
many crashed and disintegrated 
in the Skagerrak strait Friday, 
killing all 55 people aboard. 

The twin-engine Couvair tur- 
boprop, belonging to die Norwe- 
gian airline Partnair, was en route 
from Oslo, Norway, to Hamburg, 
West Germany. 

Rescue officials said 32 bodies 
were pulled from the sea. About 
30 vessels, including a West Ger- 
man warship and fishing trawlers, 
were continuing to search die 
55-degree (13 C) water. 

“There are no survivors... the 
plane disintegrated,” said Kurt 
Rasmussen, an official at the 
Danish sea rescue centre at 
Karup, on Denmark’s Jutland 
Peninsula. “We just found the 
main wheel floating and the nose 
cone.” 

There were 50 passengers and a 
crew of five aboard, said Partnair 
Managing Director Syver Leives- 
tad, speaking to reporters in 
Oslo. 

The passengers, including most 
of the top management and half 
the staff of the Wflhelmsen lines 
shipping company, where chosen 
by lottery for a trip that was 


meant to be a reward, company 
officials said. All were Norwe- 
gian, the Norwegian NTB news 
agency said. 

Officials declined to speculate 
on the cause of the crash. 

Rescuers said most of the 
bodies woe found within a radius 
of a few hundred metres, which 
would appear to indicate that the 
plane did not explode in mid-air. 

“There is no way of finding 
out the cause of the crash right 
now, because we haven't -found 
the black box (flight recorder),” 
said Rasmussen'. 

The plane was 35 years old. Its 
engines were refitted about 20 
years ago. 

Partnair chief pilot Pier Erik 
Ingjer said he brought the plane 
from Canada to Oslo one week 
ago where it had undergone a 
five-week comprehensive mainte- 
nance check, including an old-age 
inspection. 

“I tested it and there were no 
problems,” the pilot said. Leives- 
tad said the plane had flown four 
or five trouble free flights since 
then. 

He said the pflots of the -ill- 
fated flight were among the air- 
line's most experienced. 

The plane, which took off from 


Oslo’s Foraebn airport, was 
flying at an altitude of 7,000 
metres, when air controllers at 
Copenhagen's Kastrup airport 
lost contact with it, Sweden’s 
national news agency TT re- 
ported. 

It went down 16 nautical miles 
(30 kilometres) north of Hirtshals, 
on Denmark’s northern ‘ coast, 
according to the rescue centre at 
Karup. The crash site is 305 
kilometres northwest of 
Copenhagen. 

The bodies were being taken to 
Hirtshals. 


The West German navy train- 
ing ship “Deutschland” and the 
tender “Werra” picked up 14 of 
the bodies, according to the West 
German naval command in 
Glnecksburg. Other ships and 
rescue helicopters were at the 
scene around nightfall. 

The crash site is near heavily 
travelled shipping iaw»t leading 
from the North Sea into the 
Baltic. 


It was the worst crash in 
Norwegian aviftiion. history. 
Prime Minister Gro Harlem 
Bmndtland issued a condolence 
message and other party leaders 
suspended the campaign for 
Monday’s general election. 


Bogota 

suffers 

setback 


reporters: “It seemed they (fid 
not realise the seriousness or sg- 
mficance of what I said.” 

The shooting at Kinross 
appeared to be part of continuing 
confrontation across the country 
over the election, in which the 
ruling National Party was re- 
turned to power with a reduced 
majority. 

Jerry Majatladi, spokesman for 
the black National Union of 
Mineworkexs (NUM), said the 
dash at Kinross resulted from 
harassment of onion members by 
mine security staff, who had since 
Monday been attacking workers 
wearing- onion tee-shirts. 

He said be understood mine 
security had killed four people 
including three NUM members, 
and seriously wounded 10. 

Gencor said police were Inves- 
tigating Friday, night's incident 
and that work was c mi tii min g 
normally at the mine. 

Gold mines, where migrant 
workers live in all-male hostels, 
are prone to violent dashes for 
various reasons inducting fights 
between rival tribal groups. 


Meanwhile, police said a key 
aide to narcotics kingpin Pablo 
Escobar was freed Thursday be- 
cause there was no arrest war- 
rant, legal paperwork or extradi- 
tion request for him from the 
United States. 

Police said Lois Fernando 
Galeano was held at an army base 
for a month after being attested 
Airing a raid on a Medellin office 
building believed to house 
money-laundering operations. 

Police said Galeano also was 
arrested in 1988 on charges of 
money lannHgring but had to be 
released because all the legal 
paperwork on him disappeared. 

It was not known why his latest 
arrest was not made public either 
in Colombia or the United States 
ontfl after he was released. 

Escobar, who is at the top of a 
U.S. most-wanted list of reputed 
Colombian drug smugglers, is 
alleged to be the chief of a $3- 
bflfion worldwide cocaine traf- 
ficking empire. The government 
of Colombia has offered a 
$250,000 reward for information 
lwwBng to his arrest. 

In Washington, a spokesman 
for the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), Hank 
Shafts, said Galeano was not 
wanted in the United States and 
that there were no charges 
Agunst faun. 

The government of President 
Virgflio Bazoo began a nation- 
wide crackdown on cocaine 
barons Aug. 18 after gunmen 
killed Luis Carlos Galan, the 
leading presidential candidate 
and an outspoken critic of the 
traffickers. 

Under emergency measures 
imposed as part of the crack- 
down, Barco revived Colombia's 
extradition treaty with the United 
States and authorities seized hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
property, mchiding lavish estates 
and planes, believed to be owned 
by drug barons. 

Nine state-owned vehicles were 
firebombed in Medellin Friday. 

The fire department said 
assailants hurling firebombs set 
ablaze a municipal car, two 
waterworks trucks, an electric 
company truck arid five more 
government-owned vehicles in 
broad daylight. 


Mystery of Turin shroud grips Paris conference 


By Juliet Towhidi 

Reuters 


PARIS — The mystery of the 
Turin shroud refuses to die. 
Scientists are disputing tests 
that exposed the relic reputed to 
be Christ’s burial <Joth as a 
medieval fake. 

Experts vowed at a two-day 
c o nference that ended Friday to 
probe deeper into the origms of 
the shroud. Some cast doubt on 
the accuracy «f carbon-dating 
tests last October which con- 
duded that it was a dever but 
baffling forgery dati n g from the 
13th or 14th century. 

They said future examination 
would dwell on solving the rid- 
dle of how the bloody image of a 
beared crucified man was to be 
imprinted on the doth, which 
has been kept locked away in a 
silver casket in Turin for more 
than 400 years. 

Many of the 300 people at the 
conference cheered and dapped 


when scientists or historian 
sketched out theories they 
hoped would prove the doth 
da te d back to the first century. 

The sole supporter of the car- 
boB-dating system. Dr. Michael 
TUe of the British museum, was 
given a gritting over the way the 
experiments had been mrkil 
out. 


tory tests. 

Some scientists said they be- 
lieve samples of pollen and 
Mood filled Oram the 4.4 metre 


“Most people here believe the 
doth is 2,000 years old,” said 
TVe. “But my befief in the 
results hasn’t been shaken.” 
The carbon tests, conducted 
in three laboratories farthe Un- 
ited States, Britain and Switzer- 
land, showed the shroud dated 
from between 1260 and 1390 at 
least 1,260 years after the death 
of Jams Christ. 


much older than the 14th cen- 
tury. 

American resea r chers have 
found as abundance of pollen 
samples on the doth, radicating 
Bowers had been laid on It, a 
traditional ritual before bnriaL 

“Some ‘scientists are dis- 
turbed by the idea that a refic of 
Christ conkl exist, and are ahso- 
hrtdy determined to destroy its 
creti&'Sty,” said Luigi Goucfla, 
Italy’s touting expert on the 


But opponents say the mys- 
tery of the shroud, which has 
inspired more than 1,560 bodes 
and countless theories down the 
years, is unlikely to be sol ved on 
the strength of one set of labora- 


Otfaer experts cont e sted the 
accuracy of the tests, which 
gauge the age of organic mate- 
rial by estimating the rate of 
deterioration of the radioactive 
carbou-14 isotope. They Said the 
findings would have been dis- 
torted by the efforts of daaip 


and beat through the centuries. 

According to the some sriathts 
radiation emanating from 
Christ at the moment of resur- 
rection distorted the carbon 
content. 

“That are more and more 
results where archaeologists and 
historians are at variance with 
carbon-dating. AH-thfe suggests 
physicists are rather arrogant to 
their assertions,” said lan Wil- 
son, British historian and au- 
thor of two books on the Arood. 

WBson has spent 30 years 
studying the abroad which he 
says shows the brownfah-yeflow 
image of a man, more tike the 
scorch marks caused by a hot 
Iron, rather than anything 
painted on afterwards. 

“I just couldn’t see it as the 
work of an artist,” he said. 
“Someone Is going to have to 
work very hard to show me how 
a human being produced that 



High priestess’ 


BOGOTA (AP) — A high-rank- 
ing drug trafficker imprisoned for 
the past month at the height of 
the drug crackdown has been 
released oecanse authorities lack- 
ed an extradition request from 
the United States, police said. 

Meanwhile, the army said it 
had arrested the pilot of one of 
tiie nation's top cocaine barons 
and contended that he had flown 
cocaine to the United States. 

In Medellin, home of the 
powerful drug cartel by the same 
name, armed gangs wearing 
white hoods terrorised the embat- 
tled city, setting fire to nine gov- 
ernment vehicles, including 
trucks and vans. 

The gangs, suspected of work- 
ing for the drug lords, hurled 
firebombs and fired shots id the 
air. No injuries were reported, 
and police said they arrested one 
man. 

Radio Caracol reported that 
much of Medellin, a city of two 
million people 240 kilometres 
northwest of Bogota, was para- 
lysed by a wave of “telephone 
terrorism” in which bomb threats' 
were made to dozens of 
businesses, forcing many shops to 
dose. 

A car bomb exploded Friday 
night agarast a telephone com- 
pany building in Medellin’s 
affluent neighbourhood of La 
America, but no injuries were 
reported, police said. Radio re- 
ports, quoting witnesses, said ear- 
lier that at least four people were 
hurt. 


Officials examine the body of a man who was killed by Colombian security forces at Medellin airport 
to the violence tint was sparked by the - government’s crackdown on drug lords. 


Buses stoned, rati links 
attacked in Transcaucasia 


MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijanis 
have shot at and stoned buses 
car r yin g Armenians to the dis- 
puted territory of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh in a new surge of ethnic, 
tension in Soviet Transcaucasia, 
according to Moscow Television. 

There had also been three 
attempts in Armenia over the 
past few days to blow up bridges 
on tiie railway to Azerbaijan, it 
said in a report from the region 
Friday night 

At the same time, an official of 
die special administration set Up 
by the Kremlin last year to admi- 
nister the Kazabakh region said 
Azerbaijanis grabbed three 
generals and briefly held them 
hostage last week. 

One of the three was Colonel- 
General Yury Shatalin, comman- 
der of the Soviet Interior Minis- 
try's domestic troops, who are 
being increasingly used in an 
effort to impose order in the 
country’s restless outlying repub- 
lics. 

The television report, in the 
evening news programme 
Vremya, showed buses with bul- 
let holes and all their windows 
smashed in the Karabakh capital 
of Stepanakert after passing 
through Azerbaijani-controlled 


areas. 

“The situation has taken a turn 
for the worse,” a police spokes- 
man told the television reporter. 
He said there had been many 
women and children on the buses 
which had been attacked. 

An Armenian resident of -Ste- 
panakert, contacted by telephone 
from Moscow, said members of 
his co mm unity there were form- 
ing “people’s defence units” to 
protect themselves against possi- 
ble Azerbaijani attack. 


“The affair with Shatalin was a 
lesson for us. If bris own soldiers 
could not protect him, then they 
are unlikely to be able to protect 
us,”* the Armenian, Avetis' 
Grigoryan, said. 

Nagorno-Karabakh, formally 
part of Azerbaijan, is largely 
populated by Armenians. For 
atmsot two years it has been the 
focus of an increasingly bitter 
efispute between the two peoples 
and finer neighbouring Soviet re- 
publics. 


Tension has apparently been 
heightened over the past week by 
a partially successful strike called, 
in Azerbaijan by a newly-found- ' 
ed Popular Front which is deman- 
ding full integration of the dis- 


puted territory into the republic. 

The front, still to be officially 
recognised, has mobilised hun- 
dreds of thousands of people in 
Baku, the Azerbaijan capital, at 
rallies also «ning for real demo- 
cracy and freedom for the repub- 
lic to ran its own affairs. 

The government newspaper 
Izvestia said in Moscow Friday 
night that the strike was affecting 
two major petro-chemical plants 
as weD as oil-equipment building 
and electronic factories and the 
railways. 

The television report said the 
strike so far had cost 70 million 
roubles ($112 million). Azerbai- 
jan is an important centre of tiie 
Soviet oil industry. 

The television report from 
Transcaucasia marked the first 
time this week the Vremya prog- 
ramme, watched by tens of mil- 
lions across the country, had 
switched a ttenti o n from the Bal- 
tic to the tense southern region. 

For several consecutive ni gh ts 
tiie programme carried long re- 
ports dearly armed at suggesting 
that the Communist Patty leaders 
of Lithuania, Latvia ana Estonia 
were losing control to ’bourgeois 
nationalists.” 


LOS ANGELS (R)— Ellen Tra- 
cy said she had sex with more 
than 2,000 men as Ugh priestess 
nf tfu». Fffvotian Church, of the 


Most High Goddess, ta nsy rsb- 
gion only women act as priests, 
and they absolute the sins of men 
through sexual rites," Tracy. 46, 
declared. Her religious garb, she 
added, was a red-seqmnedrtrapf- 
less dress,- black fishnet stockings 
and black high bed shoes. . But 
prosecutors mainfained Tracy’s 
four-bedroom Spanish-style 
“church” was in fart a brothe l 
because the men had to make 
donations to the church before 
they had sex. A municipal cram 
jury agreed, finding her guilty 
Friday of two corals of prostitu- 
tion. Her husband, Wilbur Tracy, 
51, who told the court he had a 
revelation that his wife should 
have sex with thousands of men. 
was found guilty Of r unning a 
house of prostitution. Tracy 
could be sentenced to up to one 
year in jail and her husband to ox 
months imprisonment. “What I 
am guilty of is believing in a 
relgion that is very advanced for 
its time,” she said after the ver- 
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ACROSS 
1 — Alto 

46 In accord 

70 HaBaaptar 

92 Maine 

5 Tara* — 

40 Pooped 
47 Haiaage cart 

features 

NachtmusV 

9 Hbn atar Gt> 

73 Haxkn 

93 Daphnia- 

14 ParaM 

48 By way of 

74 La Carre 

bstwad 

18 Nor. kino 

49 Cbaa* tanu 

characters 

95 NY ach. 

19 Rafkaaa copy 

SO Boutlqnas 

76 Helen ol song 

96 Sharply Ironic 

21 — spies* 

61 PMNfithroptat 

77 Bidding 

99 Fr. sohfler fn 

22 Cenray 

23 TROUSERS 

53 Top of the Una 
64 "Tha — and the 

•stenmkm 
79 Tessera 

WMfl 

100 IMewal versa 

» FORMAL WEAR 

Pandidum" 

80 Rammed 

Me 

27 Oatmeal and 

55 Radanca 

81 Jentpare 

104 NECKWEAR 

cornflakes 

56 Roof border 

82 RaMctog 

83 "—had a farm. 

107 ITEM FOR 23A 

28 Papal scarf 

87 Fr. rtrar • 

110 Land raaasm 

30 Etaatfaki ra&ga- 

SB E. tad. saHor 

E — O" 

111 Srisw i'foprjd 

31 - Ptahtas 

60 wish 

84 Eastern 

112 Penetrate 

32 fnoguIarJy 

apoa — ’ 

86 CfaSk'mamnal 

113 Me MOtey 

IIUU.IIBU 

61 Man’* 

114 Baste ec*ra 

33 King ol lbs 
Hum 

62 FOOTWEAR 

86 Zorflac sign 

87 ATTACHMENTS 

116 MAH 
110 Insists on 

35 HEADWEAR 

83 DuU 

TO 2SA 

payment 
117 Trank 

40 VEST 

89 Braakwatara 

90 HOSE 

DOWN 

1 Gdansk's land: 

20 Uka some 

67 Thratrar'a 

81 Qo on a spree 

abirr. 

humor 

Write - 

82 Restricted 
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■■iiflBBii jibbbb wimmm 
BB 3 BBBBB 
■■■■■■ JJBBB aiBBBB 
jbb jbbbb mmmm ■ 
jbbbjjbbb aanHdafl 
■■■ jbhb mmmm an 
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■ JHH JHH aHH 

bhbbb aHH iiini 
aaHaaHHaaBH i 
mi anu anna! 
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2 Author Waugh 
S Pat on freight 

4 Bund 

5 So onr old 
material 

6 Baal 

7 Omit 

< COBBHMd 

9 Fountain thinks 

12 Banrttoador 
Brawn 

13 — to n gs. vita 


29- Actor Calhoun 
32 Day 1 * inarch 
aa Buanos — 

34 (teapot 


38 you cal — i 
37 j 2 ® La - erf 


59 Shaping tool 
BO Ormrasntol lag 
81 Taw par it y 
fa af ai gi 

63 Shot u p In a 
pMMflll 
84 Routota tat 
66 Trying 


84 Earn# 

85 Lose aliauuHi 

86 Oriental 

88 Search deggad 


14 Rada! 

15 Nagata 

IS Ratoon d*— 

17 Sainas 
20 Notoy stoapara 
24 Dalto of aong 


39 Night light? 

41 Part of a pia ct i 

42 Out Hi tha epan 
4S Ft itoar 

44 Spod 

SO Decatogne MA 

61 Los — . CA 

62 Land! el torn* 
68 Opera ralca 

66 PaMc UN 
56 Kefatmer 


66 Oracular 

67 lane ta k in g 

68 Kg Sur state 


91 Ton*” (aid 
aoeg HQ 
94 S a crad w am 

96 At a dtotanco 

97 Ctimwl 

96 Canthwntd 
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IBBBHHBBB JJBBBBBBBJ 
IBB UBBBBB iBBIB BBBB 
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71 Memen to 

72 SMny 
74 Thom 
76 Scope 
76 Whirlpool 

78 Not ao modi 
80 Ugandan toadar 


99 Yoam 

100 Alphabet run 

101 Liable 

102 YMd 

108 Ptocfraroua bH 

105 Cain 1 * land 

106 Aspect 

100 Sturm — Drang 

109 - Spade 


1. Book borrower accomplished his 
■tew bookkeeper. 

2. True to«e to honorably assisted 
paycheck. 

3. Bright cook accidentally dropped 
dish. 

4. Is famed Maltese falcon on 


» X 19, hy Roger Caban 
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